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Religious Interest among Burmans. 


Toungoo, Nov. 5, 1861.—There is at | ¢9 others 


present an unusual degree of religious | 


interest among the Burmans of Toungoo. 
When I left Rangoon, 1 tried to get a 
Burmese preacher to accompany me to 
this place, but did not succeed. Since 
coming here and seeing the demands of 
the place, and the very great destitution, 
I have writtén to different stations, with 
the feeling that I must have a native 
helper, but hitherto have failed. 

But, thank God,a man has been raised 
up to me on the ground, who boldly and 
intelligently proclaims the gospel in all 
places, ut proper times, and all at his 
own charges. To give a detailed account 
of our labors and successes since I last 
wrote, I will go back to my first baptism, 
and to the first convert. Within a few 
weeks after our arrival, one individual! 
applied for baptism. Being somewhat 
doubtful of her conversion, I put her off 
from time to time, nearly two months. 
In the mean time, she walked about one 
mile every alternate day, to learn of Mrs. 
Bixhy how to read the Bible. 

We thus became better acquainted with 
her, and could no longer doubt that she 
was ‘‘a new creature’ in Christ Jesus. 
On the third Sabbath in August I bap- 
tized her, in the sight of Karens on one 
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side of the river and Burmans on the 
other. 

It was to me a joyful occasion, and I 
think the scene was solemn and profitable 
As we sung God’s praise and 
called upon his Holy name, the Spirit 
from on high seemed to hover over us, 


| filling unbelievers with awe and believers 


with joy. I returned home from that 
baptismal scene with a strong conviction 
that I should soon go there again, and 
that this was only the beginning of a long 
series of such precious events. 

But my faith was soon put to the test. 
There seemed to be a reaction among the 
Burmese. The tide of opposition set in 
strongly. At the mention of the name of 
Christ, people would turn from me with 
a sneer. In some instances, scoffers would 
follow me from place to place, to ridicule 
those who were inclined to give mea fa-. 
vorable hearing ; and the Burmans are 
very sensitive to ridicule. The offer of 
tracts was often resented, and I began al-. 
most to despair of doing any good by. 
tract-distribution. 


Deeply Interesting Inquirer. 


But one day as I was passing through 
the bazaar, a man asked me if I was Jesus. 
Christ's teacher? I told bimI was. He- 
then began and stated one Scripture truth 
after another, asking, at the close of each 
sentence, if it was not so, until he had 
given me a summary of the gospel. I: 
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asked him where he had learned these 
truths? He replied, ‘I have been read- 
ing your books ;’’ and especially mention- 
ed one written by the lamented Ingalls, 
entitled, ‘*Glad Tidings.’’ 

This incident greatly encouraged me in 
the work of tract distribution ; for if one 
in a hundred is read and understood, it is 
well worth the outlay. A few days af- 
terwards 1 met this man in the jungle. 
He asked me if I had nota tract called 
the ‘‘Tree of Life.’’ ‘Yes,’’ I replied. 
‘*Well,’’ said he, ‘‘it says so and so ;’’ 
giving me, briefly, the substance of the 
tract. 

He then said he wanted another book 
that would give him greater light. He 
expressed himself as much pleased with 
what he had read, and said he was almost 
persuaded to become a Christian. I told 
him he would meet with opposition and 
perhaps ridicule, but he must not be 
ashamed of Christ. ‘‘O no,’’ said he, 
‘‘T am ashamed only when I do wrong.”’ 
Promising to call on him soon, we parted. 

The next morning I took a good selec- 
tion of tracts and books, and went to the 
bazaar to find the earnest inquirer. He 
received me cordially, and entered at 
once into earnest conversation. About 
twenty men gathered around, to whom I 
read and preached until my strength was 
exhausted. I- gave away several tracts, 
and in a few moments groups of men 
were gathered here and there, listening 
to one of their number, as he read the 
words of eterna] life. 

I gave the ‘‘Digest of Scripture’’ to 
the inquirer, and returned home to rest ; 
for it was the Lord's day. Soon after 
coming in, several young men came to 
me, and one of them asked at once to be 
baptized. I had known something of this 
man before. He occupies a responsible 
position under Government, as Head Con- 
stable and Judicial Recorder. 

His brother, Mrs. Bixby’s teacher in 
Burmese, has told me that this young 
man was secretly a Christian. He gave 
me a full account of his early life and 
conversion to Christianity. He is a na- 
tive of Arracan, and, when a boy, was 
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under the instruction of the devoted Com- 
stock, and afterwards of Messrs. Stilson, 
Ingalls, and Moore, all of whom he re- 
members with much affection. 

For three years past he has been a be- 
liever in the true and living God ; also in 
Jesus Christ, theoretically. But until 
within about one month, he has been 
ashamed to speak the name of Jesus, and 
to be known as his disciple. 

He felt that this was not right, and 
prayed earnestly that God would take 
away his shame. He wept over his sins, 
and heartily confessed them to God; and 
now he says, ‘‘My shame is all gone, and 
Iam bold to speak for Christ. My sins 
are all forgiven through Christ, and my 
soul is very light and happy. Now, 
teacher, I want to be baptized, that the 
world and all my friends may know that 
Tama Christian. After a careful exam- 
ination, I took him to Dr. Mason, who 
also examined him. Br. Cross also had 
an interview with him, and they feel that 
he is a new creature in Christ Jesus. He 
is therefure a candidate for baptism on 
next Lord'’sday. This young man, whose 
name is Moung Wyne, voluntarily offered 
to superintend the building of a chapel 
for the Shans and Burmans, and contrib- 
uted forty rupees to aid in my work. 
Furthermore, he preaches boldly wherever 
he goes, and his influence is already wide- 
ly felt. Two Sabbaths he has spent with 
me, and has proved himself an efficient 
helper. 

A Gift from the Lord—More Inquirers. 


I cannot be thankful enough for this 
great gift from the Lord. He is a good 
English scholar, and has a salary of sixty- 
five rupees per month, and is highly es- 
teemed by the people and also by Giovern- 
ment. His wife, until recently, has been 
a zealous Buddhist; but now her idols 
have been abandoned, and she has placed 
herself under Mrs. Bixby, as a pupil in 
Christianity. For three successive days 
she has been with us. She offered to give 
me twenty good posts for a chapel, which 
1 gladly accepted. I think she is not far 
from the kingdom. Moung Mhoung, 
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Moung Wyne’s brother, appears to be 
almost persuaded to embrace Christianity. 
He has been a pupil in Mr. Rose’s school 
at Rangoon. I have had frequent con- 
versations with Myaoo, another Burman, 
whose case has become deeply interesting. 
A few days ago he said he did not wor- 
ship idols, nor Gaudama, because he did 
not believe in them. 

‘‘Whom do you worship?’ I asked. 
‘*God,’’ he replied. ‘*What God?”’— 
‘Well, I don’t know what God, but 
God.’’ That is it. He worships God. 
Who He is or where He is, he does not 
know. It is ‘*the unknown God,’’ whom 
he ‘‘ignorantly’’ worships. 

He said he wanted to go to heaven, but 
could not tell whether he was on the road 
to heaven or hell. Poor man! my heart 
yearned over him, and I tried to guide 
his wandering steps to Him who is ‘‘the 
Way, the Truth and the Life.’’ To-day 
he came to me declaring his faith in the 


Redeemer, and asking to be baptized. 


Heresy of a Buddhist Priest. 


There is at present an intense excite- 
ment among the Burmese of Toungoo, on 
account of the supposed heresy of a 
Buddhist priest, of considerable notoriety. 

Yesterday I went to see this priest with 
Moung Wyne, and ascertained these facts. 

For a few weeks past, this priest has 
been teaching the people that idols are 
not gods; that it is wrong to worship 
them; that God is a great Spirit; that 
He is not dead; that He cannot die, that 
He cannot go to Nighan, but that He 
ever lives in heaven, and in every place, 
and that He takes cognizance of all the 
affairs of men. All previous Buddhs 
are merged in this one God, who is the 
only object of supreme worship. 

This, he affirms, is the doctrine of the 
Bedagat, the Buddhist Scriptures, when 
properly understood. 

When it became known that this was 
his belief, the priests were greatly en- 
raged. He was seized and dragged before 
his seniors, who demanded a renunciation 
of this fearful heresy. He refused, and 
offered to prove to them that it was the 
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doctrine of their Bible. They would not 
listen ; but said he must be stripped of 
his priestly robes, severely beaten, and 
banished from the place. 

He was immediately driven from the 
l:young; but Capt. Lloyd, the Deputy 
Commissioner, discreetly stepped in, just 
in time to show to the excited priests and 
people, that the English Government se- 
cures to all its subjects freedom to worship 
God according to the dictates of their 
own consciences. 

A few timely words from him quelled 
their opposition, and the persecuted priest 
returned to his kyoung; but all the 
pongyees deserted him. He banished all 
his idols,—an interesting sight, a kyoung 
without an idol. It is said that about 
200 men have adopted the new theory, 
but only seventeen have the boldness to 
follow him openly. These men are most 
bitterly persecuted. One of the leaders 
has been severely beaten, and others are 
threatened. They are refused water from 
their wells, and intercourse with their 
people, and the severest anathemas are 
pronounced upon them. 


The Bedagat and the Bible. 


What the result of all this will be on 
our work, I cannot say. The priest is 
unquestionably a Buddhist still, and most 
ardently attached to his own Bible; but 
I must think he has taken a step uncon- 
sciously towards Christianity. I directed 
his attention to such passages in the Bible 
as speak of the spiritual nature of God, 
his omniscience, omnipresence, unity and 
eternity, and he was greatly surprised 
and delighted. ‘Why, this is just what 
I believe,’’ he exclaimed. ‘*Why, your 
Bible must have been taken from the Pa- 
li.”? After reading on still further, he 
said, ‘**The God of the English is not 
merely the Englishman’s God, but the 
God of the whole world.’’ 

He said if I would give him the Bible, 
he would carefully compare the two. I 
shall follow him up with the truth as it 
is in Jesus, and shall labor in hope that 
he may yet come to Christ. Moung 
Wyne is strongly inclined to the belief 
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that these men will all become Christians. 
It will be as the Lord wills. We will try 
not to be remiss in our duty. 

The Shans are very friendly, and some 
listen well, but none as yet believe. It 
is seed time with them, but the harvest 
will come. 

They have lost about three hundred 
persons, mainly from fever, at the new 
settlement. This I had anticipated, on 
account of their newly cleared lands.— 
Another year, however, will be more fa- 
vorable, we trust. 

TOUNGOO MISSION, 
LETTER FROM MR. CROSS. 
The School for Young Preachers. 

Toungoo, Oct. 26, 1861.—I have just 
begun a second term in school. I find it 
necessary to dismiss the young men in 
October, because many of them are need- 
ed to aid in harvesting. But there isa 
good time for study between the first of 
November and the time when we can 
travel in the jungle. 1 intend to make 
my pupils as thoroughly practical as pos- 
sible. I have had a very interesting, 
and, I trust, profitable term. We have 
endeavored to adapt our course of instruc- 
tion to the actual wants of the people, 
rather than to any system constructed 
for Europeans. We need thorough drill, 
and this adapted to our own condition. 


A Hopeful Inquirer. 

There seems to be some stir among the 
Burmese. A week ago last Sabbath, 
after our morning sermon, one of the Ka- 
rens came to me with a Burman who had 
come across the river to see me. This 
Burman was a pupil in the Government 
school at Arracan, in the days of Stilson 
and Comstock. These missionaries had 
visited the school while he was a pupil, 
and he had heard the gospel. He now 
speaks English, writes and reads it well. 
He has risen step by step, in consequence 
of intelligence and good behavior, till he 
is now at the head of the police, or chief 
constable of this city. There was a sub- 
dued and tender look on his countenance, 
which suggested the idea of a severe strug- 
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gle in his mind between pride and peni- 
tence; and that penitence had got the 
mastery. He said he was a Christian, 
and was no longer ashamed to be called 
such. For the last two or three years, 
he had been too much ashamed to come 
out and own himself a Christian. He 
did not like to be cast out by his friends ; 
but was now no longer ashamed. When, 
in reading the third chapter of John, he 
came to the passage which represents the 
new birth under the figure of the wind, 
I asked him if ‘‘he did not see the absurd- 
ity of the Burmese idea, that they must 
see God ?’’ 

lic told me that there was a great stir 
in the town, at the present time, on this 
very question. One of the most learned 
of the priests had taken the ground, that 
‘The spirit is God; and that the body is 
not God.’’ The majority of the pricsts 
took the opposite ground, and had deter- 
mined to excommunicate the heretical 
priest according to their custom here, i.e., 
to drive him from the place, and forbid his 
He also said 
that there were a great many of the peo- 
ple who adhered to the heretic priest, 
and that the probability was that all 
would be excommunicated. I spent about 
two hours with this man, reading the 
Scriptures and explaining to him the 
points of difficulty which troubled him. 
But, to begin with, I recommended him 
to go to Mr. Bixby, as he was a teacher 
for the Burmese as well as for the Shans, 
and would gladly assist him. He pro- 
posed, however, to come to me for an 
hour or two between my meetings with 
the Karens on the Sabbath. 

Last Sabbath the head constable came 
to me across the river, at the appointed 
time. He told me he had been to Mr. 
Bixby, who bad prayed with him; and 
had then gone with him to Dr. Mason; 
and that they had consented to his bap- 


entrance into a monastery. 


tism. We had our lesson in the Scrip- 
tures. He is very intelligent and quick 


of apprehension ; but has had but little 
opportunity to study the Scriptures. He 
seems to be penitent and very tender. 
Tears are ready to start in his eyes, when 
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the sufferings of Christ for sinners are 
referred to. God can make this man a 
blessing. 

The Inquirer's Sincerity. 


Ilis wife is also a secker, and wants to 
be remarried to him, as a Christian. He 
says the people say to him, **Why do 
you become a Christian? You are nota 
poor man ?”’ that is, alluding to the sup- 
posed motive of the Burmese, who profess 
to be Christians or to favor Christianity, 
in order to get some favor from the teach- 
ers. This, it is true, is almost the only 
motive which is too often seen to actuate 
those who come about, professing an in- 


terest in religion. This man tells those | 


expressing this wonderment, ‘‘that he is 
not a poor man,and does not need any 
favors of an earthly nature from the 
Christians; but that in his own heart he 
wishes to be a Christian and seek the sal- 
vation of his soul,”’ 

This man seems to be moved upon not 
by exhortations, for he has never had any 
exhortations, to become a Christian; but 
by the leading of the Spirit of God; and 
after a three years’ struggle, he seems to 
have been led by grace to triumph over 
pride and shame. Now we hope God 
will lead him on to a greater work, in 
behalf of his countrymen and fellow- 
townsmen., 


MAULMAIN KAREN MISSION. 


LETTER FROM DR. WADE. 
Sau Quala’s Address to the Karens, 


Maulmain, Nov. 7, 1861.—I have just 
received a communication from Rev. Qua- 
la for the Karen Star, being an exhorta- 
tion to the Karen Christians, to sustain 
the Star by subscription, and to aid the 
general mission cause (now that funds 
from America are in danger of failing,) 
by contributions. Thinking it may, on 
several accounts, be interesting to Amer- 
ican readers, I send a literal translation. 

‘*Ye dwellers in the city of Mergui and 
the province thereof; in Tavoy and the 
province thereof; in Maulmain and the 
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province thereof ; in Shwaygyeen and the 
province thereof; in Toungoo and the 
province thereof; in Rangoon and the 
province thereof; in Pegu and the prov- 
ince thereof ; in Bassein and the province 
thereof; in Henthada and the province 
thereof; in Prome and the province there- 
of; in Arracan and the province thereof ; 
even in all the great country of Burmah, 
Pwos, Sgaus, Pakus, Bghais, Mopghas, 


Mauniepghas,—My beloved, my kindred, 


my fellow-countrymen, I, Sau Quala, a 


| citizen of Tavoy, a Sgau minister of the 


gospel, beg to address you in a few words 
of love and kindness, on a matter which 
concerns your temporal and spiritual 
well-being. Grandfathers, grandmothers, 
uncles, aunts, cousins, nephews, nieces, 
grandchildren, teachers, males, females, 
old and youn z, chiefs, adherents, pastors, 
deacons, brethren beloved, one and all, 
may the blessing of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, rest upon each of you, in 
every place, in all fullness and with 
peace, Amen. 

‘* Beloved, before the white foreign teach- 
ers, the missionaries, came among us, we 
had no writing, no books. We dwelt in 
darkness. We were talked down, op- 
pressed, degraded continually. Was it 
not so? Ye are all witnesses thereof. 
But now, missionaries from America, the 
western Island, have come and made us 
books, by which we are able to distin- 
guish between what is good and what is 
evil. It is as if daylight were dawning, 
as if we saw the morning-star rise in 
white effulgence. Many of us have awak- 
ened from the sleep which we slept during 
the darkness, and we are exceedingly glad. 
Be they human oppressors, or devils, they 
cannot, they dare not any longer talk us 
down, shove us out of sight, bend our 
necks, pull out our tongues, and eat our 
flesh. From the time we received the 
Holy Scriptures, it has been indeed to us 
as the radiant light of morning. What 
we formerly feared, we now fear not. 
What formerly did us evil, now harms 
us not; for the power of God, like the 
effulgent light of the sun, hath over- 
spread us. 
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‘«In former times, if we heard any news 
or the rumor of any important event, we 
dared not speak of it, or make inquiries 
about itopenly. We dared no more than 
lisp to each other, very privately, bits of 
rumor, stealthily picked up here and 
there. And as to intelligence from for- 
eign countries, it never reached us. But 
now, through the periodical which we 
eall ‘The Morning Star,’ we hear and 
know things of which our fathers never 
heard or knew. The Morning Star has 
risen, the day dawned. It is as if Tavoy, 
Mergui, Toungoo, Ava, Rangoon, Maul- 
main, Bassein, Henthada, were all brought 
into one locality. Behold and consider. 
Was it ever thus in the days of our fath- 
ers? That it never was thus, ye know, 
do ye not? Yes, beloved, ye surely know 
it. We now get intelligence from the 
distant country of China, from that of 
the black foreigners,—from that of the 
white foreigners,—from America, (a coun- 
try far west, even beyond the setting place 
of the sun and moon,) and from the is- 
lands of the sea,—places of which our 
fathers never heard. Is not this light, 
by which we see things so distant, the 
clear lightof day? Moreover, the things 
up in heaven, and down in hell, are now 
revealed to us. Things come to our 
knowledge, of which our fathers not only 
never heard, but never so much as 
dreamed. Therefore, is it not good that 
every one of us, in every place, should 
arouse ourselves, and rise from sleep? 

‘*Beloved, read in the 8th number of 
the Morning Star, for the year 1861, what 
the aged teacher makes distinctly known 
to all the churches. Read particularly, 
two or three times over, in an attentive 
‘manner, what is said on the first and part 
of the second page. Do not read in a 
careless, blundering manner; consider ; 
bow your heads in prayer to God. And 
let the churches in every place, according 
to their utmost wiedom, devise speedily 
what they will do. Let them resolve to 
increase the number of subscribers for the 
‘Morning Star,’ and also to purchase 
books from the mission press. Beloved, 
do not let the teachers be obliged to dis- 
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continue the Morning Star for want of 
funds, lest the darkness return upon us. 
Beloved, let us stir up the disciples, and 
those who are not disciples, and our own 
selves also, to aid the missionary cause. 
Let us rely on God, and give ourselves to 
earnest prayer; for if the white foreign 
teachers remain not among us, we have 
to fear that greater darkness than ever 
will overspread us. Beloved, let us urge 
one another to action. Sept., 1861.” 

In October, Rev. Quala writes that 
the Christians in and about Matah have 
contributed thirty rupees for the mission. 
ary cause. He also announces the bap- 
tism of two new converts. 


BASSEIN MISSION, 
LETTER FROM MR. VAN METER, 
Continued from p. 69. 


Hopeful Burman Convert. 

Sept. 23.—Not so many were present 
as usual, but I was glad to see the Chi- 
nese stranger and Mah Ong king, and 
apparently among the most interested of 
all present. The latter is the person al- 
luded to in a previous letter, as ‘*Ko 
Bike’s contributor,’** she having given 
him her money for several Sabbaths, be- 
fore she ventured to show herself in the 
chapel. She isa Burman lady, of pleas- 
ing and refined manners. She now, ina 
very decided way, declares herself a Chris- 
tian, and asks to be baptized. She is 
told of the difficulty in the way, in her 
present mode of life. She admits it, and 
asks again, ‘‘if regularly married, will 
you not receive me?” 

This is a very delicate and trying case ; 
for, so far as we can judge, she is thor- 
oughly in earnest; and a more attentive 
and intelligent listener we have not in 
the whole congregation. We tell her to 
continue to seek the Saviour, pray for 
light, learn to read, (this she is now 
doing,) and we will attend to the ques- 
tion of baptism hereafter. If she is in- 
deed led of the Spirit, we know that we 
can confidently leave the result with God. 

* See Mag. for March, p. 69. 
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The ordeal may be a severe one, but we 
trust she will be prepared to meet it. 


Mombors Assisting at Meetings. 


At the prayer meetings, I called on all 
the members to express their feelings. 
All responded, although it was an em- 
barrassing exercise for some of them.— 
We expect every male member to take 
part in prayer. No one is excused If 
they can only repeat the Lord’s prayer, 
or put together five or six sentences, very 
well; they must do the best they can, 
but they must take part. To the Chinese 
we say, ‘Pray in your own language, if 
you are not able to pray in Burmese ;"’ 
and so they do. On inquiry, I learned 
that the female prayer meeting on Fri- 
day, at the house of Mah-g-lay, was well 
attended. 

The Chinese Members. 


29.—Usual attendance. Two stran- 
gers. Three of the Chinese only were 
present. I regret that they should be 
engaged in a business that so often pre- 
vents their being in the city on the Sab- 
bath. They seem so attentive when here, 
and generally so much interested in the 
services, that I can hardly think they 
would designedly remain away. They 
are urged to make their arrangements 80 
as not to be absent over one Sabbath, 
which they promise to bear in mind. 

Notice was given that Sau Tha would 
be received as a member of the church 
next Sabbath, if there were no objections. 


HONGKONG MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. JOHNSON, 


Review of the Year. 


Swatow, 1861.—The operations of this 
mission for the past year have been con- 
fined mainly to Swatow and vicinity. 

Mr. Sawtelle removed from Hongkong 
to Swatow in April, but soon afterwards 
left, with Mrs. Sawtelle, for San Francis- 
co. The whole mission is now transferred 
to the Tie Chiu country. 

Besides Masu, or Double Island, within 
the port of Swatow, the present place of 
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abode of Mr. Johnson and family, Tat- 
hau-po is the only place that has been 
permanently occupied. The brethren, 
however, have made several tours in dif- 
ferent directions, and have been generally 
well received, except in Tie-chiu-Hu, the 
chief city of the Department. 

The hostility to foreigners and jealousy 
of foreign influence, compelled us to with- 
draw from operations in the city till the 
storm should be overpassed. Two or 
three visits were subeequently made by 
the brethren ; but the state of the public 
mind still continued unfavorable to the 
proclamation of the truth, or even to 
their remaining quietly in the city. We 
have been obliged, therefore, still to defer 
the occupancy of that place. 

Religious Services—Visitors from a 
Distance. 

Our strength has accordingly been de- 
voted to Masu (Double Island) and to 
Tat-hau-po, with occasional excursions 
into ‘the regions beyond.’’ At both 
these places we have established regular 
daily and Lord’s day services, and have 
generally a good attendance. Especially 
is this the case at Masu. Our congrega- 
tions here have averaged more than they 
did at Hongkong,—having a much larger 
portion of females among the hearers 
than we had at Hongkong. Scarcely a 
week passes, moreover, that we have not 
visitors from different parts of the coun- 
try,—in many instances, probably, at- 
tracted by what they have heard of Mrs. 
Johnson's labors among the females, and 
of her girls’ school. We have had some 
here this week from places thirty miles 
distant. Through these visits we are 
able to convey the tidings of salvation 
into many far distant places. The Lord 
is giving to us the ears of the people and 
favor in their eyes. O that He may give 
to us, from among them, much fruit unto 
eternal life. 


The Sabbath Beil in a New Locality. 
Besides our Chinese services, we have 
established at Masu a Sunday evening 


service for foreigners, nearly all resident 
on the island attending it. A little more 
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than a year ago this place was a moral 
waste. No Sabbath was recognized, and 
iniquity in every form stalked abroad un- 
blushingly. Now on every Lord's day a 
church bell calls together the Sabbath 
worshippers, and the gospel is proclaimed 
both in our own tongue and in the lan- 
guage of this people; and two schools, 
one for boys and one for girls, are in- 
structed daily in the knowledge of Jesus 
and his salvation ; those who, but a little 
while ago, were growing up in ignorance 
and iniquity. Verily, we may exclaim, 
**What hath God wrought!’ To Him 
be all the glory. 


Candidates for Baptism. 


At Tat-hau-po the attendance upon the 
preaching of the word has been more va- 
ried than at this place. Sometimes the 
house is full, and sometimes but one or 
two are present. Our work at Tat-hau- 
po has suffered sadly for want of a suita- 
ble building. The house we have been 
occupying hitherto is too contracted, and 
is also in a bad locality. 

The year’s labor at Tat-hau-po has 
not been, however, without fruit, two 
of the brethren having been laboring there 
upon an average all the time; and in nu- 
merous villages around, the gospel has 
been from time to time proclaimed. We 
have now at Tat-hau-po four candidates 
for baptism, two of whom have been ac- 
cepted by the church. We have also at 
this place, Masu, one candidate fur bap- 
tism, the teacher of Mrs. Johnson’s girls’ 
school. This young man has for a long 
time afforded us hope that he had passed 
from death unto life. He was accepted 
for baptism at our last church mecting. 
Of all these three, received for baptism, 
we have good hope. 


Swatow as a Missionary Station. 

I have been endeavoring, for many 
months, to get a permanent foothold at 
the city of Swatow, but have not yet suc- 
ceeded. The people are strongly opposed 
to either renting or selling to a foreigner. 
Several merchants, resident on this island, 
have been trying, for the last twelve 
months, only to rent offices (keeping 
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their residences still here), but without 
success. Indeed, it has been dangerous, 
most of the time, for foreigners even to 
visit the place. Only one house here has 
been able, thus far, to get a place at Swa- 
tow; and that was secured through a 
Chinese, the people not knowing, till 
afterward, that it was for a foreigner. 
Affairs, however, seem to be gradually im- 
proving, and I have hope that we may soon 
open a chapel and establish an assistant, 
with his family, at that terribly degraded 
place. I regard its occupancy as of great 
importance. Business men, from all parts 
of the country, are in constant communi- 
cation with Swatow, and the whole De- 
partment soon learns what is done there. 
Tt will not be possible, however, for a 
family to reside there at present. In- 
deed, it is very doubtful whether foreign- 
ers will ever be able to live there perma- 
nently. It is chiefly a mart of trade, 
where people come only for business, 
There are very few respectable families 
in the place, and the state of society is as 
vile as possible. But from its central 
position and constant business connection 
with all parts of the country, its import- 
ance as a missionary centre cannot be 
easily overrated. 


Statistics—Assistants. 


Since our last report, three have been 
baptized—one at Hongkong and two at 
Swatow. The young man who was bap- 
tized at Hongkong, and from whom much 
was expected, soon disappointed the hopes 
he excited. He very soon apostatized, 
not realizing from his profession, proba- 
bly, all that he expected. 

Five native assistants have been em- 
ployed during the year. One of them, 
our excellent brother A Sun, is supported 
by the Bristo Street Baptist church, Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, under the pastorship of 
Mr. Robert Anderson. 

Besides these five assistants, a member 
of the church residing in Hongkong was 
employed by Mr. Sawtelle for a few 
months, with funds contributed by the 
New London, N. H., Ladies’ Literary and 
Missionary Society. A small school was 
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also sustained on the main land, opposite 
to Hongkong, for four months, by the 
contributions of the church members. 

In the course of the year we have had 
much, both to try and to encourage us. 
While we see much in ourselves to de- 
plore, we have had given to us in connec- 
tion with our work abundant reason to 
thank God and take courage. At every 
stage of our way have we been called to 
erect an Ebenezer. And, though we can- 
not point to much fruit garnered, we 
know that ‘‘in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not.’’ 

NINGPO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON. 
Retrenchment of Expenses. 

Ningpo, Nov. 8, 1861.—I regret the 
necessity for reduction, not only on ac- 
count of the work in China, but also in 
other fields, especially Burmah. With 
the exception of schools, I intend to carry 
on the work about as usual. By dismiss- 
ing my private teacher and being econom- 
ical at other points, I think the appro- 
priation will cover about half my expen- 
ses for mission purposes. While external 
means may be circumscribed, may the in- 
ternal forces of the Holy Spirit, secured 
by prayer in faith, be greatly augmented. 
If this be the case, our work will not suf- 
fer, but on the other hand, be promoted 
by our trial. May God in mercy grant 
that the fiery trials through which the 
people of God, both at home and abroad, 
are called at the present time to pass, may 
lead to more humble trust in God, and 
greater spirituality and holiness. 


Proposal to visit Kinghwa. 

At Ningpo, as well as at some other 
places where missionaries are residing, we 
are now threatened by another cause of 
embarrassment to our work. I refer to 
the movement of the rebel forces in the 
direction of Ningpo. In my last I men- 
tioned that I intended to make a visit to 
Kinghwa,* where the assistant, Chu, 
had already gone, and was laboring both 

*See Mag. for Jan., 1862, p. 8. 


among the natives of the place and the 
rebels, with tokens of encouragement. 
On the 22d of October, in company with 
Dong Sin-sang, and hisson, Chu’s brother, 
and three other Kinghwa men, one of 
whom is a member of the church, recently 
baptized, I started to make my intended 
visit. We went on very nicely for four 
days, calling on the third day ona mis- 
sionary brother of the English Episcopal 
church stationed at Dziau-hing,* a dis- 
trict city about twice the size of Ningpo 
and situated about sixty miles north-west 
of it. We passed through plains laden, 
for miles in extent, with the second crop 
of rice, the great staple of China, nearly 
ripened, and through one or two fields of 
Indian corn, that covered at least hun- 
dreds, and perhaps thousands of acres. 
The oceasional hills that we passed, were 
entirely bare of everything, except low 
shrubbery and coarse grass used for fuel. 

On the fifth morning, we arrived ata 
small town where we hoped to procure 
boats direct for Kinghwa. Here I met 
an English tea trader, who, with four or 
five armed men asa guard, was wishing 
to make his way up the Hang-chow river, 
that passes this place, into the interior, a 
little north of Kinghwa, to bring down 
tea, nineteen boat loads of which, accom- 
panied by two foreigners, were detained 
there. From this man I learned that the 
rebels, with a large army, were fighting 
their way down the river towards Hang- 
chow, and that it was quite impossible to 
pass up or down in boats. 


Progress of the Insurgents. 


I then determined to take another route, 
partly overland, and was about hiring a 
boat, when suddenly the inhabitants of a 
town about three miles above, and lying 
directly on our new route, came rushing 
down, saying that the rebels were killing 
the people and plundering the town.— 
Their coming immediately created a panic 
in the place where I was stopping. Men, 
women, and children fled in all directions. 
Those having the means hired boats, and 


* Also written Shaw-hing. I have written 
it as pronounced by Ningpo Chinese. 
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put their families and valuables on board 
and sent them off. I succeeded in hiring 
a boat at an exorbitant price, and re- 
turned to Dziau-hing. As we passed 
along in the evening, we saw in the dis- 
tance the light from the burning village. 

Having sacked and burned that village, 
the rebels, led on by local banditti, pro- 
ceeded a little past midnight toward a 
walled city on our left, which they reached 
about the middle of the forenoon, imme- 
diately took it, and proceeded to the usu- 
al work of slaughter and pillage. I had 
determined to proceed by another over- 
land route from Dziau-hing to Kinghwa ; 
but on arriving at the former place, and 
learning that the rebels were making rapid 
progress in that direction, and thinking 
it probable they would proceed to Ningpo, 
I concluded it was duty to return and 
look after my family and the native Chris- 
tians. 

Panic at Ningpo. 


Dziau-hing was taken by the insur- 
gents on the first of November, four days 
after I left it. The fall of that city has 
created a panic at Ningpo, so that trade 
is stopped. The shops and stores are 
nearly all closed. More than half the 
people, taking with them their effects, 
have left the city, and retired to the vil- 
lages throughout the plain and among 
the hills. The busy city has become al- 
most as quiet asa churchyard. I have 
not given up my purpose of visiting King- 
hwa, and shall visit it as soon as circum- 
stances will permit. I have not heard 
recently from the assistant there, but be- 
lieve he is doing what he can. 


Plans for the Future. 


I think it very important to secure, if 
possible, a footing for carrying on mis- 
sionary operations in the rebel territory. 
For if we cannot, our field here will be 
greatly circumscribed for a long time to 
come. Nearly half this province is now 
under rebel rule, and their territory is 
constantly increasing in extent. Hang- 
chow, the capital of the province, is sur- 
rounded by them, and will probably soon 
be starved out. Ningpo will probably, 
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like Shanghai, be protected for commer- 
cial purposes by foreign soldiers. But if 
confined in our labors to this city, our 
outstations and surrounding villages must 
be abandoned, and our field would be 
hard and circumscribed indeed. Chu- 
san, being an island, some twenty miles 
from the main land, may remain for some 
time undisturbed ; and I trust that the 
assistant at Kinghwa may, under the 
protecting care of a kind Providence, be 
permitted to labor on under the ‘rebel 
rule.’? But we cannot tell what a day 
may bring forth. Should the Imperial 
soldiers retake Kinghwa, he would prob- 
ably lose his life. 


Horrors of the Civil War. 


The ‘civil war’’ in the United States 
isa very harmless affair, compared with 
the horrors of the civil war raging in this 
poor land. I have seen nothing in our 
papers from home, that gives any adequate 
idea of the civil strife here. Men, women 
and children are indiscriminately butch- 
ered ; and in some places, even the do- 
mestic animals and fowls are all slain 
and thrown into heaps,—not a living 
thing being left. This was the case re- 
cently in the province of Shan-tung, as 
witnessed by foreigners. Robbery, the 
wanton destruction of property, and the 
burning of cities and villages, mark the 
course of this revolution. Tens of thou- 
sands are led by their fears and their 
troubles to commit suicide; and tens of 
thousands more flee to the hills, if within 
reach, and there perish by starvation, or 
by sickness induced by exposure and hun- 
ger. Probably as many perish by these 
causes as by the sword. The number of 
those who annually die from these causes 
in the parts where the war is prosecuted, 
probably, during the last two or three 
years, has exceeded a million. When 
Hangchow was taken, two years since, 
upwards of a hundred thousand perished. 
Many intelligent Chinese estimate the 
number as high as two and even three 
hundred thousand. A still greater num- 
ber lost their lives when Suchow was 
taken. In the taking of Kinghwa city 
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and district, where the slaughter was 
much less than in most other places, fifty 
or sixty thousand perished. A much 
larger number lost their lives at Lan-chi 
and Pu-hong. The latter place, which 
made a stout resistance, was utterly de- 
stroyed, and the people nearly all put to 
the sword, the burning and carnage 
going on, it is said, for twenty days. I 
mention these places as specimens, being 
for the most part in this province, and 
within 200 or 250 miles of Ningpo.— 
These places have not been so great suffer- 
ers, as those where they are taken, and 
retaken by the imperialists, who slaugh- 
ter and rob as freely as the rebels. 

In justice to the rebels it should be 
said, that they are comparatively lenient 
to those places that submit to them with- 
out much opposition. Moreover, most 
of the slaughter and robbery is often by 
local banditti, who rise up a little in ad- 
vance of the advancing arthy. 

It should also be borne in mind that 
the great mass of the rebel soldiery know 
nothing of Christianity beyond the name. 
None of the leaders can be regarded as 
real Christians ; and they carry on the 
war in the customary manner of Chinese 
warfare. They only follow the example 
of former Chinese revolutions, and act 
out the instincts of a low state of civili- 
zation. It has been thought by many 
that the rebel chief was influenced, in his 
mode of conducting the war, by the study 
of the Old Testament. And though’ its 
exterminating character much resembles 
many of the wars there recorded, still I 
do not believe its type has been taken, in 
any perceptible degree, from that source. 
Its destructive character does not differ 
essentially, except in the case of idols and 
idol temples, from that of former civil 
wars in China. The iconoclastic feature 
of this revolution is most notable, and 
forms a new era in Chinese history. It 
constitutes the first grand effect of the 
contact of Christianity with idolatry in 
this land, to be followed by others far 
more important and beneficial. 

Orders to observe Neutrality. 

Nov. 19.—Since I wrote the above, or 
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ders have been received by the officials of 
the English and French governments, to 
observe ‘‘strict neutrality’’ with reference 
to the civil war now in progress in China. 
Ningpo and other ports cannot, then, be 
protected by foreign arms against the 
rebels. This is asit should be; for inter- 
ference would but prolong the struggle 
and misery, and the speedy success of the 
insurgents is undoubtedly to be preferred 
on every account. A great transforming 
process has evidently commenced in this 
nation, which, though rough and un- 
sightly in its incipiency, will eventually 
produce glorious results. The fallow 
ground is being broken up, preparatory 
to receiving the ‘‘good seed.’’ The way 
is being prepared for the coming of the 
kingdom of God. 


Preaching Services. 

Our preaching services have recently 
been more fully attended than usual. 
This is owing partly to the leisure which 
the stagnation of business affords to mul- 
titudes, and partly to the presence of 
many who have fled from other towns in 
consequence of the approach of the rebels. 
Preaching in the porch of the chapel is 
kept up every day throughout the week 
by myself and assistants, and we have 
plenty of hearers. O that the Holy 
Spirit might be present to touch their 
hearts. 

Visit to Chusan. 


A few days since I availed myself of 
the opportunity of visiting Chusan by 
steamer, being invited to do so, and hence, 
without expense. I found that the Sab- 
bath meetings are well kept up, and the 
members holding on faithful, though for 
several months destitute of a native 
preacher. At Red Bridge, the brethren 
have instituted, of their own accord, an 
evening social meeting, held alternately 
at each of their houses on every fifth even- 
ing. It consists in prayer, the reading 
of the Scriptures or some tract, and ex- 
hortations. It is attended by many of 
the neighbors who are not members of 
the church, some six or eight of whom 
profess to believe. 
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Result of Labors at Ningpo. 


A great work has been done here, and 
glorious results have been achieved ;— 
three hundred and seventeen native Chris- 
tians in full communion, besides many 
who have already gone home to glory. 
Surely, this is a result full of encourage- 
ment, aad which should call forth praise 
and thanksgiving to God. 


LETTER FROM MR. JENKINS. 
Church Organized at Jih-z-kong. 

Ningpo, Nov. 3, 1861.—I am happy, at 
the close of another year of labor, to be 
able to report some progress in the lan- 
guage, and to say that I have commenced 
actual labor among the people, and have 
taken charge of the little flock at Jih-z- 
kong. A church, consisting of five mem- 
bers, was organized at that place the 
second Sabbath in September last, at 
which time I had the privilege of baptiz- 
ing two willing converts, ard officiating 
for the first time at the Lord’s table. 
The little band there now numbers seven 
members. 

Our place of worship is not a very in- 
viting one, being a room eight feet by 
ten, with a mud floor and rude platforms 
for seats; but I believe the floorless tents 
of Israel were often the scenes of God’s 
might and infinite mercy. 

Gyn-sin-sang is at present acting as 
assistant at this station. He has proved 
himself, in the service of br. Knowlton, 
a man of ability, piety and excellent judg- 
ment. In case he becomes my teacher, I 
shall try to send him to the station to 
pass a number of days each month with 
the brethren, and shall occasionally ac- 
companyhim. I would rejoice to be able 
to do something more for my Master, but 
will wait patiently the workings of his 
providence. Perhaps byand by you may 
have more funds to strengthen our hands. 


Excitement at Ningpo. 

It seems quite likely that we are to 
witness terrible scenes in a short time. 
The rebels are advancing upon Ningpo. 
They are now within three days’ march 


Siam Mission.—Letter from Mr. Telford. 


[ April, 


of the city. But of their coming and 
atrocities, of br. Knowlton’s attempted 
visit to Kinghwa, and the murder of 
two missionaries by the rebels at the 
North, br. Holmes, of the Southern Bap- 
tist Board, and Mr. Parker, of the Epis- 
copal Board (South, I believe,) you will 
hear, | presume, from other sources. 
SIAM MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. TELFORD. 

Bible Class—The Chinese Church. 

Bangkok, Oct. 19, 1861.—Mrs. Telford 
still continues her Sabbath morning Bible 
class, and her Chinese day school. Both 
average a larger attendance than during 
the last year. 

Since the organization of the Chinese 
church, April 8, we have received one by 
baptism, and two Chinese from the origi- 
nal church, nmking our present number 
fourteen. 

Inquirers. 
There are five also, whom we regard 


One of these is an old 
man, who has been a regular attendant 


as inquirers. 


on our Sabbath exercises for five or six 
years. Another is one who was report- 
ed last year, but owing to the virulent 
opposition of his wife and her friends, 
he ceased to attend our meetings for sev- 
eral months; of late he professes to ac- 
knowledge his backsliding, and is very 
regular in his attendance on the Sabbath. 
Two others are sons of our church mem- 
bers from China, and the last has been in 
our family for several years. 

The appropriation for native preachers 
will enable me to employ one from that 
fund. Another has, thus far, been paid 
by br. Miller. He expects to return to 
America in a few months, when we shall 
be compelled to dismiss him or find other 
means for his support. Our congrega- 
tions still continue good. But O, the 
spiritual death, the stupor about eternal 
things, that reigns in almost every heart. 
Last Sabbath, after our services closed, a 
middle-aged man came forward and in- 
quired, with much apparent interest, 
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about the way of salvation. Ilis earnest- 
ness and simplicity, with the absence of 
all cavilling, made his case a very marked 
exception to the mass of his countrymen. 

The distinctive feature of the last year 
has been the frequent calls from Cienta- 
boon men. This place was visited early 
in the year, and the particulars commu- 
nicated under date of Feb. 26.* It is 
much to be regretted that this province 
cannot be visited every year. Our books, 
however, have found the way to them ; 
and if a spirit of inquiry is once thor- 
oughly aroused, they will find the way to 
Bangkok. 

We want more faith in God's promises, 
more of a spirit of earnest, importunate 
supplication. Pray for us, that the pres- 
ence of Jesus may be with us, and crown 
our unworthy labors with success. 


* See Magazine for Oct., 1861, p. 359. 


LETTER FROM MR. SMITH, 


Review of a Year—Religious Services. 

Bangkok, Siam, Oct. 22, 1861.—In 
reference to ourselves and our work, God 
has been good, and we have occasions of 
renewed thankfulness and gratitude. In 
this distant heathen land, there has been 
uninterrupted peace, and we have been 
permitted to prosecute our work without 
hindrance. Our occasions of regret arise 
from our own inability to prosecute our 
work with the vigor which the open field 
demands ; but our hope is in God, that 
He will bless the efforts of his children, 
and honor them as instruments in the ful- 
filment of his precious promises. 

In accordance with the uniform prac- 
tice of our family, the morning and even- 
ing devotions for the natives in our em- 
ploy, for the children of the school, and 
others who live with us, have been stead- 
ily maintained. 

At half past six, A. M., the bell rings, 
all assemble, and each person present 
reads alternately a verse in course from 
the sacred Scriptures ; brief remarks are 
made and prayer is offered. In this way 
we regularly read and remark upon every 
portion of the Scriptures which we possess. 
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At 7, P. M., the bell is again rung, 
and all specified above again assemble. 
Each repeats from memory a verse of 
Scripture, after which I read one or two 
pages consecutively of the tracts that are 
in print, and comment upon what has 
been read; after this we sing, pray and 
separate for the night. 


Tours and Book Distribution. 


During the year I made three tours, 
visiting, on two occasions, Lengkiachu, 
Bangchang, Maklong and Petchaburi. 
One tour was to Phra Bat. At these 
places I gave away books and preached 
to the people. It is to be regretted that 
we have neither the time nor the means 
to stay long enough at the places we visit 
to form acquaintances, and have the peo- 
ple generally understand the objects we 
have in view in visiting. Our visits gen- 
erally are too short to expect from them 
permanent results. 

At the close of each sermon at Wat 
Koh, all persons wishing to obtain a 
book are at liberty to ask for one, and in 
most instances the applicant receives one. 
These books are carried to nearly all 
parts of the country, and especially to 
those parts where we do not and cannot 
go. The bulk of our books are distribut- 
ed from this place. The native brethren 
who reside out of Bangkok, are supplied 
with books for gratuitous distribution 
among their personal friends and others 
who may solicit them. Persons of all 
grades of society visit me at my house, to 
converse about the religion of Jesus.— 
Their visits furnish me an opportunity of 
pointing them to Jesus, the Saviour of 
sinners, the only way of salvation. Some 
give very good accounts of the books they 
have read, and excellent attention to the 
conversation. Many promise that they 
will give more attention to the salvation 
of their priceless souls. Many of the vis- 
itors give very correct accounts of the 
sermons they have heard at our preaching 
places. We may safely say there are 
many in Siam who have received intelli- 
gent ideas of the way of salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; and we earnestly 
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labor and pray, looking confidently for 
the fulfilment of God's precious promises 
in the salvation of men—the salvation of 
all who are in promise given to the Say- 
iour. 

Schools—Sewing Society. 


Mrs. Smith has the entire supervision 
and control of the school, connected with 
the Siamese Department of the mission. 
Her object is to promote the religious and 
intellectual education of the children of 
the country. She does all the teaching, 
except the slight assistance she receives 
from her more advanced pupils. The 
school is always opened with prayer.— 
Lessons are given in Siamese, English and 
Chinese. The pupils have the option of 
taking lessons in either of the languages. 
The Siamese is the medium of acquiring 
the other languages. The books studied 
are strictly religious. Whatever the pu- 
pils acquire of the languages, be it little 
or much, they cannot escape a knowledge 
of the truths of Christianity. The first 
term begins with the commencement of 
the sixth Siamese month, and closes with 
the end of the eleventh. There is then a 
vacation of four weeks. The second term 
begins with the commencement of the 
first Siamese month, and ends with the 
close of the third. 

Of the six persons baptized during the 
year, three were educated in the mission 
school, and two were members of Mrs. 
S.’s school at the time. Mission schools 
are an invaluable help in our great work, 
and eternity alone will reveal. to what ex- 
tent these schools have been blessed in 
bringing people to the Saviour. 

All the young women who are members 
of the church, some of the younger boys, 
and all the girls in the mission-school, 
belong to the sewing society. The mem- 
bers meet on the third Thursday of each 
month, tosew. In addition to the work 
performed on this day, each labors for 
the society half a day at home. The 
avails of what is made are expended in 
clothing poor church members and school 
children, and for other worthy purposes, 
as the society direct. The meetings are 
opened and closed with prayer. Mrs. 
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Chandler, Mrs. Smith, and Mrs. Telford, 
alternate in having the meetings of the 
society at their houses. Benevolence, as 
a Christian duty, is constantly kept be- 
fore them by their labors. 


Missionary Society. 


A Missionary Society was formed last 
year. The principal part of its members 
are members of the Siamese church. The 
first anniversary was held in April. Re- 
ceipts, from the formation up to that 
time, $90.82; disbursements, $31.20; 
balance in the treasury, $59.62. ‘Bhe 
Society employs one native brother. The 
last year he was located at Mahachai, 
with instructions to labor at Lengkiachu, 
Pachini, and the neighboring villages. 
We fondly hope the future of the Society 


“may be prolific in good to this people, 


and pray that God will supply the needed 
men and the needed means, adequate to 
the purposes for which He will be pleased 
to use it. 

The formation of the Missionary Socie- 
ty, and the employment of persons to dif- 
fuse Christianity, adds interest to our 
monthly concert. The first Monday even- 
ing of each month, the members of the 
Missionary Society and of the church, 
meet to hear of the progress of the mis- 
sionary work, and to pray for the exten- 
sion of the Redeemer’s kingdom every- 
where. These seasons of prayer, we 
hope, will nurture godliness in our own 
hearts, and stimulate us with earnest de- 
sires to make greater personal efforts for 
the salvation of others. 


Meetings for Prayer. 


The first week in January was observed 
as a season of special prayer. A portion 
of each afternoon was set apart for the 
missionaries, when they met and prayed, 
and conversed on topics of special inter- 
est. At the close of this meeting of the 
missionaries, the natives assembled, when 
remarks were made, hymns were sung, 
and prayers were offered in Siamese. All 
the Protestant missionaries united in these 
meetings. The meetings were held alter- 
nately at our several stations. The na- 
tive attendance each day was large. Our 
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own souls were much benefitted. We 
trust God was with us. Numbers of the 
natives expressed desires to become Chris- 
tians, and solicited an interest in the 
prayers. Some, we trust, decided on 
that occasion to come out fully on the 
Lord's side. The special season of prayer, 
last year and this, has been, we trust, 
the commencement of a new era in Siam, 
which encourages us much in our work 
for this people. 

We have had, throughout the year, a 
Tuesday and Friday evening prayer meet- 
ing; the former at my house, and the 
latter at the house of br. Chandler. Im- 
pressions, we trust, are made at these 
meetings, and impulses are received, 
which have a controlling influence upon 
our daily deportment, and most of those 
who attend the meetings say it is good to 
be there. 


Sabbath Services. 


Each Sabbath I preach three times in 
Siamese, and occasionally, in alternation 
with others, once in the English language. 
Mrs. Smith conducts a Bible class and a 
prayer meeting. Some of the Chinese 
members alternate in conducting a service 
in their language. Mrs. Smith meets the 
members of the church living in the vi- 
cinity, the domestics, her day school pu- 
pils, and printing office hands at nine, A. 
M., opens the meeting with prayer and 
singing, and then the members of the 
class recite a portion of Scripture ; ques- 
tions are asked the pupils, and the teach- 
er explains, and tries to impress upon the 
minds of the pupils the importance and 
advantages of living as the Scriptures 
teach. After singing and prayer, the 
class is dismissed. 

I occupy the chapel at Wat Koh at 
nine, A. M., every Sabbath. The con- 
gregation is on almost every occasion 
large and promiscuous. Residents of the 
city, the passing stranger, and visitors 
from the provinces, constitute the assem- 
blage. It is only occasionally that the 
chapel is not well filled. The truths here 
announced and the books here given, 
owing to the character of the audience, 


are extensively circulated ; and our faith 
will not allow us to doubt that, in due 
time, we shall reap if we faint not; that 
God will be greatly honored, and many 
souls will be saved. 

Having preached at Wat Koh, I hasten 
to the chapel in the rear of the British 
Consulate, and in the vicinity of our mis- 
sion compound, to conduct the services 
appointed for 10g o’clock, A. M. The 
audience is usually smaller than the au- 
dience at the Wat Koh chapel, and is not 
80 promiscuous. It is principally com- 
posed of Mrs. Smith's pupils, the print- 
ing office hands, domestics, members of 
the church living in the vicinity, and a 
few passing strangers. We look hope. 
fully to this class of our hearers, for addi- 
tions to the churches of some substantial 
and intelligent persons. 

At one, P. M., I preach regularly each 
Sabbath ; but the place of preaching de- 
pends upon circumstances. Each mis- 
sionary of the three missions located in 
this city, alternates in preaching in Eng- 
lish at 44, P. M., and the services are 
held upon the mission compound where 
the officiating brother lives. This ar- 
rangement gives all in the city, who can 
speak English, an opportunity of hearing 
preaching once each Sabbath. Whenever 
this English service is at the station of 
the American Presbyterian Mission, I 
preach the afternoon Siamese sermon at 
br. Chandler’s, which at present is four 
Sabbaths out of seven. The worship room 
at br. Chandler’s is large and comforta- 
ble, in the basement of his house. The 
congregation consists of Mrs. Chandler’s 
pupils, domestics, and members of the 
church living in that vicinity. But few 
strangers attend this service. The audi- 
ence is small, but well taught, and com- 
paratively intelligent. 

When the English services are at our 
compound, or at the compound of the 
American Missionary Association, I preach 
atone, P. M.,at the chapel near Wat Koh. 
The attendance is essentially the same as 
at nine, A.M. While I am at the Wat 
Koh meeting-house, Mrs. Smith is at the 
same time holding a prayer meeting at 
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our house with her pupils, domestics, and 
the native brethren and sisters. 

Mr. and Mrs. Uhandler cheerfully render 
vs all the assistance in their power.— 
Their house is two miles below the mis- 
sion compound. They have a good wor- 
ship room on their lot. Mr. and Mrs. 
Chandler have their school, Bible class, 
prayer meetings and preaching, which the 
members of the church and their families 
living in that vicinity, attend. Three 
Chinese brethren, members of the church, 
alternate in conducting a service in the 
Chinese language, Sabbath furenoons, in 
the worship room at br. Chandler’s.— 
This service, it is hoped, will prove ben- 
eficial to the Chinese in that vicinity.— 
Those who go to hear will have made sure 
to them, in their own language, the glad 
tidings of salvation; after which they 
have the opportunity of being religiously 
instructed in Siamese ; a language which 
is of special benefit to them, so long as 
Siam is their home, and the only language 
through which their wives and children 
can be intelligently reached. This cer- 
vice makes no draft upon my time. It 
is a great pleasure to have this assurance 
of the interest which our Chinese breth- 
ren take in laboring for Christ. It isa 
voluntary service on their part, for which 
they receive no remuneration in this 
world ; but the Lord of the harvest will 
amply compensate all who diligently 
serve Him. These brethren, we hope, 
have, even in this life, the enviable com- 
pensation that arises from a consciousness 
of serving their blessed Master, and from 
making personal efforts for the spiritual 
good of their countrymen. 


The Church—Baptisms. 


At the close of last year the church 
numbered, in all, thirty-nine. Oct. 7, 
1860, two Siamese men were baptized. 
Feb. 3, four persons were baptized, three 
men and one young woman; making a 
total number of forty-three, previous to 
the constitution of the distinct Chinese 
ehurch. 

April 6, 1861, br. Telford presented to 
the church a request in English, to which 
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were appended the names of himself, wife 
and eleven Chinamen, soliciting a dis- 
miseal, fur the purpose of forming a new 
church, to be designated the ‘Chinese 
Baptist church of Bangkok.’’ The re- 
quest was granted, and the new church 
has been formed. So that, connected with 
our mission, we have in this heathen city 
two churches, composed of baptized be- 
lievers. May the Great Head of the 
church bless them abundantly, add to 
their numbers daily of such as shall be 
saved, and make them fruitful in multi- 
plying churches, and effective in dissemi- 
nating the gospel extensively in this and 
the adjacent countries. 
Publications—Present Need. 

The portions of Scripture printed are 
almost consumed, as well as many of the 
There are good 
and valuable tracts, prepared by our pre- 


tracts printed last year. 


decessors, Which ought to be reprinted ; 
and other tracts and portions of Serip- 
ture, much needed and ready for print- 
ing. Above all, we need the New Testa- 
ment complete, and the Old Testament as 
fast as it can be translated. If men have 
not the entire Bible for perusal and study, 
we cannot expect them to be intelligent 
and ¢ffivient Christians. 
needs the Bible complete in the language 


The missionary 


which he uses as the medium of preaching 
and teaching. The native Christians need 
it, that they may learn from it more thor- 
oughly God's will. The heathen need it, 
that they may know what they are to be- 
lieve, what God requires of them, and 
how they are to be saved. 
Summary of Labors. 


Our principle is to do, so far as we 
have the power, what we honestly believe 
can have any effect in promoting the glo- 
rious work which has been imposed upon 
us. Our great work is to make known 
the plan of salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to urge men to avail them- 
selves of that plan, that God may be hon- 
ored and they may be saved. To this end 
we have religious exercises daily, and 
stated prayer meetings through the week, 
and on the Sabbath our stated hours and 
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places for preaching in the Siamese lan- 
guage to the Siamese people, and to all 
who can be benefitted through the medi- 
um of that language. 


Foreigners in Siam. 


A variety of races are permanently lo- 
cated in Siam, and large representatives 
of alh these varied races are to be found 
in Bangkok ; and these are more accessi- 
ble through the Siamese language, than 
the language of the country from whence 
their ancestors came. The Laos, Pegu- 
ans, Burmans, Cochin Chinese and Ma- 
lays, either came or were brought here in 
groups from their native land. The Si- 
amese Government assigned them a loca- 
tion, and there they live together, and, 
to a great degree, marry among them- 
selves. But few of the original comers 
are now living. They speak, to a cer- 
tain extent, their own language, and on 
many occasions converse in it. Living, 
as they do, in Siam, and being compelled 
to do Government service every fourth 
month, and sometimes oftener, the acqui- 
sition of the Siamese language becomes 
indispensable, and, in most instances, 
they have a better acquaintance with the 
Siamese language than with the language 
of their ancestors. There are some ex- 
ceptions to the Chinese in these state- 
ments. Chinamen voluntarily come to 
Siam. They locate where they can ob- 
tain places to live. In Bangkok anda 
few of the more important towns, they 
may be found located in groups. The 
Siamese Government treats them much 
more favorably than it does its own and 
other Asiatic subjects. The Chinese lan- 
guage is the language with which these 
are best acquainted, and through which 
they can best be reached. 

A Chinese woman is a rare curiosity in 
Siam ; consequently Chinese designing to 
locate permanently in Siam, marry wo- 
men born in Siam, and educated here; 
and their husbands soon acquire such fa- 
miliarity with the Siamese language, that 
they converse in it readily. Their wives 
and daughters never consider themselves 
Chinese. The sons very frequently retain 
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the Chinese dress, and prefer to be recog- 
nized by the Government as Chinese ; but 
their language is Siamese, and their 
knowledge of the language of their fath- 
ers is barely sufficient for the purpores of 
trade. Excepting the immediate sons of 
the Chinese, the Chinese identity is al- 
most always lost among their descendants, 
Chinamen’s wives, Chinamen’s children, 
and their remote descendants, can be bet- 
ter reached through the Siamese language 
than any other, and but very few indeed 
of these would be willing to devote the 
time and energy requisite to acquire the 
language of their fathers. Genuine Chi- 
namen, and especially the recent impor- 
tations from China, need special provis- 
ions for their spiritual good through the 
medium of the Chinese language. Buta 
very few of the Chinese in Siam can read. 
Hience books are of but little service to 
them, and they must be reached through 
the colloquial of the region from which 
they originally came. 

The Siamese language opens to the Si- 
amese missionary fields of labor greater 
than they can possibly cope with. We 
seek the salvation of the people in the 
kingdom of Siam, and all who can be 
benefitted through that language, we shall 
not cease to instruct, as opportunities 
occur. Our first and paramount work is 
to teach men and women to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. We shall hail 
with pleasure the day when the native 
churches have a ministry of their own, 
and can select their pastors from among 
their own people. We came to Siam to 
do all in our power to build up and mul- 
tiply churches, and help the people till 
they are able to provide for their own 
spiritual wants, 

The mission has long been established 
in Siam. The work has been slow, but 
progressive. Work has been done, and 
advantages have been gained, which, if 
faithfully followed up by able, pious,. 
and discreet men, and especially by the- 
hallowed and omnipotent influences of | 
the Holy Spirit, will be telling in their 
results upon the future character of this. 
people. 
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Hopes of Future Aid. 


Ayuthia, Petchaburi and Chautaburi, 
are important places, and ought to be 
occupied. The Siamese Karens ought to 
be sought out and provided with religious 
teachers. The perplexities at home do 
not banish from our hearts hopes of effi- 
cient aid. The energy and acts of the 
people at home encourage us. When the 
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country was in imminent peril, and need- 
ed men and money, the people cheerfully 
gave themselves and their means to achieve 
the preservation of the American Union ; 
and we feel sure that our brethren and 
sisters who have so much love for their 
country, will have no less love for their 
Saviour, and will do no less to honor 
Him, to extend his kingdom, and to save 
their fellow men from perishing. 


MISCELLANY. 


FRUITS OF SIXTY YEARS’ LABOR. 


What has the church to show, of suc- 
cons, under the blessing of her Divine 
Head, during the sixty years of her labor, 
since the era of modern Protestant mis- 
sions was inaugurated? Perhaps, previ- 
ous to the year 1800, though the seed of 
God’s word had been sown in many 
places, hardly a soul was known to be 
converted to Christ, or but very few, as a 
result of missionary effort. Dr. Carey 
shad gone to India, and a few others had 
followed him. Some had sailed for the 
South Sea Islands. Two had gone to Af- 
rica, and two to the West Indies. The rest 
of the world was en awful blank! But 
look now! How changed the scene! The 
wilderness and the solitary place have 
been made glad, the desert has rejoiced 
and blossomed as the rose. It has blos- 
~somed abundantly and rejoiced even 
with joy and singing. The glory of Leb- 
anon bas been given to it, and the excel- 
lency of Carmeland Sharon! According 
to the most accurate and recent compu- 
tations, in India there are 112,000 native 
»@hristians, and the empire more open 
‘thamever before to the diffusion of the 
ygospel. In Burmah 110,000 Karens re- 
ijoice in the light of Divine truth shed 
upon their souls by the preaching of the 
wword. In Africa there are 250,000 na- 
“tive converts in those habitations of cru- 
selty where, at the beginning of this cen- 
etary, the Hottentot, the Fingoe, and the 
Kaffre, were hunted down like the beasts 


of the field. Of negroes in the West In- 
dies and America, there are 340,000 
under the care of Christian pastors, cate- 
chists and teachers, emancipated, we 
trust, from a more than merely human 
slavery, and blessed with the freedom that 
is in Jesus Christ. In the Sandwich Isl- 
ands there are 80,000, almost the entire 
native population, profeesedly converted 
to Christ, the Sabbath day being ob- 
eerved better there than it is in Brook- 
lyn, or in New York, or in Philadelphia, 
or in London, or Edinburgh, or in any 
great commercial city or metropolis in 
this or any other land, and the Bible it- 
self taken as the standard of the civil code 
and social manners. In New Zealand 
there are 100,000 native Christians. In 
other islands, laved by the waters of the 
Pacific ocean, the Georgian, the Friendly, 
and the Society isles, there are 70,000 
more. In the South Sea Islands, where 
the missionaries followed the track of 
Captain Cook until island after island 
and tribe after tribe threw away their 
idols to the moles and the bata, there are 
200,000 souls who have bowed to Jesus 
Christ and crowned Him Lord of all. 
In China, where only seventeen years ago 
the ports of the empire were open to mis- 
sionary work, there are now 3,000 Chi- 
nese Christians, and 80 Protestant mis- 
sionaries ; while province after province is 
being revolutionized from idolatry, and 
that vast territory prepared in the most 


amazing manner for the reception of the 
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gospel. In the island of Madagascar, 
where twenty years ago native and other 


Ohristians were either poisoned, burned, 
or driven into the sea, until but fifty who 
loved Christ were left behind, there are 
now more than 5,000 native converts, the 
fruit of that martyr blood which is ever 
the seed of the church. Between the Ti- 
gris and Euphrates, on the plains of Mes- 
opotamia, once the dwelling place of Ab- 
raham, the father of the faithful, long 
given over to superstition and unbelief, 
there are 6,000 more reclaimed from error 
to faith in the Promised Seed, in whom all 
the nations of the earth are to be blessed. 

Other examples might be adduced and 
the list enlarged. One million two hun- 

dred and fifty thousand souls (1,250,000) 

have been attracted to Christ during the 

last sixty years of missionary labor, who, 

but for this, must have been cast into the 

gloom of outer darkness, and must have 

sunk into the depths of eternal woe! All 

this is exclusive of those who, in foreign 

lands have, during this time, fallen asleep 
in Jesus, and whose flesh now rests in 
hope. Besides these, there are now in 
the field 1,600 foreign missionaries, who 
are laboring with 16,000 native preach- 
ers, catechists and teachers. The Bible, 
too, is translated into more than 150 lan- 
guages and dialects, and a distribution in 
these has been made of more than 40,- 
000,000 of copies throughout the world, 
whereas at the beginning of the present 
century not more than 4,000,000 could 
have been found in the whole earth. 
Thus the bread of life has been multiplied. 
Thus souls have been saved. Thus there 
has been a yearly increase to the church 
of God, among the heathen, since the era 
of modern Protestant missions began, of 
20,833, leaving entirely out of considera- 
tion the whole number of converts in Chris- 
tian lands. 

Surely then, when we compare the suc- 
cess of the church now with that of the 
apostolic times, during the equab period 
of trial for both, there is nothing what- 
ever to discourage, but on the contrary 
abundance to cause us to magnify the 


grace of God, and to take encouragement 


for still more earnest and believing effort 

for the future. God is graciously fulfil- 

ling his promise to his people, and keep- 

ing his covenant with Christ, rewarding 

Him for the travail of his soul. His 

voice to his church is in mercy, love and 
encouragement. He bids her rejoice. 

He calls to her and says, ‘‘ Lift up thine 

eyes round about and behold. All these 

gather themselves together and come to 
thee. As I live, saith the Lord, thou 
shalt surely clothe thee with them all as 
with an ornament, and bind them on thee 
asa bride doeth. Then shalt thou say 
in thine heart, Who hath begotten me 
these?” No! the missionary enterprise 
is not a failure !—Rev. N. West, jr., in 
For. Miss. 


THE YANG-TSI-KIANG—THE “GREAT 
RIVER” OF CHINA. 


The Rev. Griffith John has made a 
voyage up the Yang-tsi to Han-kow, with 
a view to form a permanent missionary 
settlement in that great emporium of 
commerce, with a population, though 
now greatly reduced, of not less than one 
million souls. The result of his inquiries 
is encouraging, and we doubt not that, 
by the blessing of God, a Christian church 
will shortly be established in this heathen 
city. 

The description must prove both inter- 
esting and instructive to every attentive 
reader; and we trust that hereafter the 
messengers of mercy will be found on its 
mighty waters, visiting the several prov- 
inees of China, through which it rolls in 
its majestic course of nearly 3,000 miles. 

“The river Yang-tsi is deservedly cele- 
brated throughout the world. It isknown 
in China by the terms, ‘the Son of the 
Ocean,’ the ‘Great River,’ the ‘Girdle of 
China,’ &. It takes its rise on the 
south-western side of the Bayan-kara, in 
Tsing-hai or Koko-nor. At the distance of 
1300 miles, it joins the Yah-lung Kiang, 
in Yun-nan. Above this junction, its main 
trunk is called King-sha Kiang, vis., 
Golden Sand River; below, it is called 


Yang-tsi Kiang and Ta Kiang, or Great 
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River. Its entire length in a direct line 
is about 2000 miles, and about 3000 in 
all its windings. For four or five months 
of every year its great body and depth 
afford ample room for the largest steam- 
’ ers, hundreds of miles above Hankow, 
and throughout the year for vessels of a 
smaller kind. Its tributaries are large 
and numerous ; and the basin drained by 
this magnificent river is estimated at 
750,000 square miles. Its water is very 
muddy, by reason of the large quantity 
of silt which it carries in its bosom, and 
deposits in the form of islands along its 
channel. The current is strong at all 
times, but exceedingly so during the an- 
nual rising of the water. The flooding 
commences about the end of the fourth 
Chinese moon, and reaches its maximum 
height in the seventh, when it begins 
again to subside. It rises annually from 
thirty to thirty-five feet, and sometimes 
much higher. About twelve years ago 
it rose forty-five feet, and the whole of 
Hankow was twelve feet under water. 


Mauch property was destroyed, and many 


lives lost. Communication was carried 
on by means of small boats. These visi- 
tations are, however, but rare. Were it 
otherwise, Hankow, instead of being the 
greatest mart in the empire, would have 
been an unknown mud-hut village.— 
During most of the above period, all the 
low country, for miles on both banks, is 
under water. In June, the country from 
Nanking to Hankow presented a remark- 
able spectacle. Both banks were oblit- 
erated; most of the islands had wholly 
disappeared ; many a village had been 
partially or wholly swept away; where, 
at other seasons, the river is only half a 
mile wide, there it spread out into a vast 
» sheet of water, pierced here and there by 
tops of trees and the roofs of houses, and 
lost in the embraces of the horizon. The 
god of the land and grain was to be seen 
occasionally seated on a high mound or 
bank, having been removed from his wa- 
tery shrine by his worshipper, who be- 
lieves in his omnipotence to save and 
bless others, though impotent to save 
himself. At some villages the people 


were seen clinging to their mud walls, 
though surrounded by the devouring ele- 
ment, anxiously waiting the next move 
of the ‘Son of the Ocean.’ 

‘*At present the general appearance of 
things is considerably changed. The 
banks are becoming more defined, the 
islands have reappeared, the people are 
returning, the mud-huts are being rebuilt 
and repaired, and the grass and green 
herb are beginning to spring forth and 
beautify the plain. Along the banks of 
the river there are many cities, towns and 
villages. At most places anarchy, pover- 
ty, and wretchedness seem to reign. For 
about ten years the whole country, from 
Chin-kiang to Hankow, has been a bat- 
tle-field or a camp. Most of the cities 
and towns have been lost and won again 
and again. The river has been almost 
blocked up, and the native trade suspend- 
ed during the above period. Chin Kiang, 
Nanking, Wu-hu, Ngan-king, Kiv-kiang, 
are mere camps ; and though formerly flour- 
ishing and important, are now wretched, 
and, for the most part, commercially 
worthless, Such is the river and the 
present aspect of things along its banks. 

The Provinces through which the 
Yang-Tsi Passes. 

‘*Some idea of the importance of this 
river, both in a missionary and commer- 
cial point of view, may be formed from 
the nature and magnificence of the prov- 
inces through which it passes. 

‘There is the province of Si-chuen (i. 
e., Four Streams), whose area is estimat- 
ed at 166,800 English square miles, and 
whose population, according to the cen- 
sus of 1812, is upwards of twenty-one 
millions. It is the largest province of 
the eighteen. It is rich in grain, silk, 
tea, horses, metals, musk, and rhubarb. 
Its mineral productions are abundant. 
The climate is reported to be good, and 
the scenery grand and beautiful. The 
Yang-tsi Kiang receives some of its larg- 
est tributaries from this province. 

‘The population of Yun-nan (i. e., the 
South of the Cloudy Mountains) is be- 
tween five and six millions, and its area 
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about 108,000 square miles. It is bound- 
ed south by Annam, Laos, and Siam, and 
west by Burmah. A considerable trade 
is carried on between these countries and 
China through Yun-nan. Very little is 
known of the province and its resources. 
The Yang-tei Kiang enters the province 
on the north-west. 


**Kwei.cheu (i. e., the Noble Region), 
contains a population about as large as 
that of Yun-nan. Its area is about 64,- 
554 equare miles. Its productions con- 
- sist of rice, wheat, musk, tobacco, timber 
and cassia; it abounds also in lead, cop- 
per, quicksilver and iron. The poppy, 
also, is largely cultivated in this province, 
as well as in those of Si-chuen and Yun- 
nan. Its cultivation has been more than 
doubled within the last few years. The 
native opium bids fair to supplant the 
foreign, being not much inferior in qual- 
ity, and far cheaper in price. 

‘‘Hu-nan is 74,320 square miles, and 
contains a population of about nineteen 
millions. Its mountains are lofty, and 
its plains extremely fertile. The Tiing- 
ting lake is the largest in the empire. 
The mountains of Hu-nan supply many a 
province with timber and coal. Mala- 
chite, iron and lead are also excavated. 

‘*Hu-puh, the province in which I now 
write, is about 70,000 square miles. Its 
population is more than twenty-seven 
millions. Its productions are corn, rice, 
silk, cotton, tea, fish and timber. It 
contains the largest mart in China, and 
one of the largest in the world. Its po- 
sition is central, and commands an easy 
access to every part of the country. 

“Kiang-si is 72,176 square miles, and 
contains a population of twenty-three 
millions. It is celebrated for the beauty 
ofits natural scenery, the porcelain man- 
ufactories of King-tuh Chun, and as con- 
taining the residence of Chii-Hi, the 
Commentator of Confucius, and the great- 
est philosopher of China. 

‘‘Ngan-hwei is about 48,000 square 
miles, and contains a population of about 
thirty-four millions. 

**And, finally, there is Kiang-su, with 


1862.] Miscellany.—The Yang-tsi-kiang—the “Great River” of China. 117 


its population of nearly thirty-eight mil- 
lions. 
’ Tn these regions, the beauty and riches 
of China are most amply displayed ; and 
whether we consider their agricultural 
resources, their great manufactories, their 
various productions, or their many canals 
and tributary rivers, tHese two provinces 
doubtless constitute the best territory of 
China. 

“Such is the vast territory into which 
we are introduced, and the immense pop- 
ulation with which we are brought into 
contact, by the recent opening up of this 
‘Great River.’ But this is not all. With 
this river at our command, we can with 
ease, by means of its numerous affluents, 
penetrate those provinces which lie on the 
north and south of those which line the 
banks of the Yang-tsi; and eventually we 
shall be able, if necessary, to proceed be- 
yond the confines of China Proper into 
the very heart of Tartary and Thibet. 


Hankow—Description of the City. 

Roman Catholic missionary, writ- 
ing of this spot in 1845, says:—‘The 
night had already closed in when we 
reached the place, where the river is en- 
tirely covered with vessels of all sizes and 
forms, congregated here from all parts. 
I hardly think there is another port in 
the world so frequented as this, which 
passes, too, as among the most commer- 
cial in the empire. We entered one of 
the open ways, a sort of street, having 
each side defined by floating shops, and 
after four hours’ toilsome navigation 
through the difficult labyrinth, arrived 
at the place of debarkation. For the 
space of five leagues, one can only see 
houses along the shore, and an infinitude 
of beautiful and strange-looking vessels 
in the river, some at anchor and others 
passing up and down at all hours.’ 

«Ere it was burnt down by the rebels, 
about five years ago, it must have pre- 
sented a wonderful spectacle. It even 
now reminds one of such cities as Sui-chow, 
Hang-chow and Canton. The streets are 
wide, the shops are large and deep, and. 
the population is great. Representatives 
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of all the provinces in China are to be 
found here, and al) the variety of the 
productions of the whole country were 
formerly brought to this mart. The reb- 
els have visited the place four times. On 
the first three, the persons and property 
of the people were respected. On the 
fourth occasion, however, the people hay- 
ing joined the Imperialists in opposition 
to the insurgents, the place was converted 
imto ashes. Notwithstanding, it is re- 
covering itself rapidly, and the people 
gay that one year of peace and security 
would restore it to its pristine glory and 
importance ; a more convincing proof of 
its inherent vitality is not needed than 
the flourishing aspect which it now pre- 
sents, after such a fearful conflagration. 

“<I was told but the other day, by a re- 
spectable foreign merchant here, that 
since June the trade of Hankow has not 
been less than two millions sterling, and 
that, in all probability, it will be six mil- 
lions next year, at the same season. The 
place is quite imposing in its general ap- 
pearance. The principal street is, the 
natives say, about ten miles from the low- 
est point on the Yang-tsi to the highest 
point on the Han. 

On the opposite side of the Yang-tsi is 
Wi-chang, the provincial capital. The 
city is large and prettily situated. It is 
divided into two sections by a range of 
hills. Its population in former times 
must have been about 800,000. The cir- 
eumference of the wall is about ten miles. 

On the opposite side of the Han river 
is the city of Han-yang. This is a small 
city, and of no great commercial impor- 
tance. In former times the population 
of these three places was probably be- 
tween two millions and a half and three 
millions. Well has it been termed by 
the Chinese Tien-chia-chi-chung (i. e., 
Middle of the Empire) and Tien-hia- 
ehi-sin (i. e., Heart of the Empire).— 
Commercially it was so, and is destined 
to be so again. The merchants are quite 
alive to the importance and advantage of 
the place. There are no less than twenty- 
two foreign hongs opened at the place al- 
ready. 


(April, 


Efforts Made by the Roman Catholics 
in this Province. 

“The Roman Catholics have not been 
blind to the advantages which this place 
presents for carrying on the work of pros- 
elytism. Three young men, who had just 
arrived from Europe, were my fellow-pas- 
sengers to Hankow. There. are twelve 
foreign missionaries and thirteen ordained 
natives in this province. They have 15,- 
000 converts. They complain that the 
work makes but slow progress at present, 
on account of the prevailing impression . 
that Christianity is a political institution, 
that the missionaries are the emissaries 
of foreign princes, and that the preaching 
of the gospel is only an ingenious way of 
preparing the minds of the people for the 
advent of new masters. 

“This is their head-quarters in the 
province. The bishop of Hu-puh is also 
the Pope’s legate. The church of Rome 
has not been slow to send missionaries to 
other parts of this glorious sphere. Men 
have been despatched to all parts of the 
empire. They are determined to have 
China, if men, money, talent, and devot- 
edness can secure it. The Romish church 
in her sphere is as active as the merchant 
is in his. It is high time for Protestant 
England to ponder deeply the enormous 
crime of leaving this noble prize in pos- 
session of the devil, or letting it pass qui- 
éetly into the hands of ‘the Man of Sin.’ 
O, where is our love to our Saviour, our 
longing for the salvation of souls, our in- 
terest in the moral and spiritual elevation 
of our race? May God sepd his Spirit to 
awaken within us a sense of our sin and 
shame.— Lond. Miss. Chron. 


EGYPT. 


A new era is dawning on the Chris- 
tians of Egypt, and some of them are al- 
ready experiencing the quickening influ- 
ence of the thought that they have rights 
—rights of conscience which the govern- 
ment respect and will maintain. The 
great body of Christians in the country 
are members of the Coptiechureh. They 
number from 250,000 to 300,000. Their 
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religious tenets and forms of worship dif- 
fer little from those of the Armenians in 
Northern Turkey. Like those Armenians, 
they have the highest regard for the 
Scriptures ; and now that, through the 
instrumentality of missionary and Bible 
societies, the opportunity is afforded them, 
they eagerly possess themselves of copies 
of the Word of God in their spoken lan- 
guage, the Arabic. 


The Rev. Mr. Lansing, an American . 


missionary, spent five or six months in 
Upper Egypt last year, and sold Scrip- 
tures to the amount of 25,000 piastres, 
which implies a circulation equivalent to, 
say, 8,000 New Testaments. Mr. L. 
thinks he could have disposed of double 
the quantity, had he had the books. He 
everywhere enjoyed the most unrestricted 
intercourse with the people, visited them 
in their homes, preached in their churches, 
with audiences numbering oftentimes 200 
or more. Whenever he entered a village, 
he had only to exhibit his books in some 
public place, when the Christians would 
gather around him, and he would often 
spend there the whole day, selling books 
and preaching to many attentive listen- 
ers the simple truths of the blessed gos- 
pel. Individuals not unfrequently would 
follow him from village to village in his 
progress along the banks of the Nile, that 
they might hear more and still more of 
those words which are able to make them 
wise unto salvation. 

A good number of priests are both wel- 
coming the light for themselves, and en- 
deavoring to spread it among the people. 
At one place, in the eagerness of the peo- 
ple to learn, and of the priest to commu- 
nicate the new views which he had ob- 
tained from his newly-purchased Arabic 
Testament, numbers met for fifteen suc- 
cessive days at the priest’s house, and 


spent the whole time in the study of that- 


New Testament. Eight priests are known 
to be decidedly Protestant in sentiment, 
and the truth is making its way too in 
the ranks of the higher clergy. 

The Copts are an interesting people. 
Those of Upper Egypt especially are a 
tall, fine-looking race of men. They have 
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long been subject to heavy oppression from 
the Moslem race; but have remainet 
steadfast to their profession of Christian- 
ity, notwithstanding the many tempté- 
tions to apostasy. They have resisted, 
too, as firmly, all the efforts of the emis- 
saries of Rome to entice or subdue them. 
Let us hope that God has thus preserved 
them from their enemies on either hand, 
that in these latter days he might impart 
to them the knowledge of the pure gospel 
of his Son; and, reviving among them a 
spirit of true piety, might set them as a 
light to shine, not only through Egypt, 
but into Abyssinia, and even to the dis- 
tant parts of the continent of Africa. 
News of the Churches. 


EVANGELIZATION IN ITALY. 


The following is an abstract of a paper 
presented by Mr. Meille, of Turin, on the 
work of evangelization in Italy, at the 
late conference in Geneva : 

The most far-seeing would hardly have 
dared to pronounce, ten or twelve years 
ago, that Italy could take her place to- 
day at this conference without fear of fine 
or dungeons. I shall examine the help 
which the events of the last ten years have 
brought to our work. 

I. And first in order, I would reckon 
the repeated checks which the Papacy has 
had to undergo. Its wounds are not so 
deep as has been said. No; Rome is not 
so near her end as people think. Too 
many material interests (particularly in 
Italy) are bound up with the Papacy, 
from which it derives strength, for us to 
cry ‘victory’ at this hour ; but still it must 
be acknowledged that the wounds are 
deep. What a triumph for the gospel is 
there in the statute proclaiming that all 
citizens are equal in the eye of the law ! 
What a check for the triple crown of 
Gregory VII., in the decree secularizing 
church property! What a check for the 
Sacred College in the refusal of the priests 
to abstain from celebrating the national 
festival, in spite of the archbishop of 
Milan! And lastly, what an avowal of 


weakness in the funeral honors rendered 
to that man whom Rome had a good 
right to excommunicate, and for whom 


' five-sixths of the excommunications she 


has been fulminating were intended ! 

II. In what measure have ourefforts to 
spread the gospel been crowned with suc- 
cess? Here I must state that the glowing 
accounts published in many religious jour- 
nals are neither more nor less than pure 
fictions. No ; it is not by 20,000 that we 
can count those who embrace the gospel. 
The truth is, that there may be about the 
tenth part of that for the whole of Italy. 
No ; there are not multitudes pressing to 
listen to the good news. No; it is not fish- 
ing with the net, but with the line. All 
the brilliant reports on the progress of the 
gospel in Italy are a mirage. Garibaldi 
knew full well to what feelings he was 
appealing in England when he uttered the 
famous words—‘The Bible is the cannon 
which will free Italy.” He would not 
repeat it in Italy ; for he knows with what 
haughty disdain those words would be re- 
ceived. It cannot be otherwise. Many 
years and many labors are necessary for 
the establishment of the religion of Christ. 
I do not complain that the foundation has 
been too deeply laid. On the contrary, 
I should wish it deeper. But we cannot 
expect to reap when we have hardlysown. 
The Spirit of God has not been restrained 
from us ; but where is the great out-pour- 
ing to form such a work? As for time 
(that great agent with which God Him- 
self reckons), our oldest stations have not 
been established twelve years. Then, 
consider the state in which Italy is. Is 
it not full of scepticism? We have to 
create anew the conscience in Italy. We 
have to combat that facility with which 
Italians take hold of everything by the 
imagination. 

In spite of this, I affirm that the evan- 
gelization of Italy is not a still-born work, 
if we look back upon the last ten or twelve 
years. 

Let us suppose an Italian who might 
have left Genoa twelve years ago, and 
who, from that time, might have been hid 
in some unknown country of Africa, with- 
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out any communication from his native 
land. Well, twelve years ago, Rome had 
absolute power throughout the peninsula. 
There did indeed exist, in a few Alpine 
valleys, a little people who had never 
bowed beneath her sway; but they were 
obliged to celebrate their worship in a 
foreign language. Here and there were 
a few pulpits, generally in an ambassa- 
dor’s mansion, and only existing under 
condition of not endangering the faith of 
the world; not even a shadow of liberty 
of the press; the same vigilance in re- 
gard to the introduction of the Holy 
Scriptures into the country—the most 
worn-out copy was stopped at the frontier ; 
no civil rights for proselytes, but exclu- 
sion from all professions, and vexations 
of all sorts ; and, when death put a period 
to these sufferings, a ditch ina high road, 
dug during the night, received the man 
who had dared to turn his back upon the 
infallible church! Ouremigrant returns. 
At Marseilles, he finds bales of Bibles.— 
Who are these books for? He thinks to 
himeelf, ‘for Maltese Protestants,”’ and 
he continues his voyage.. But at Genoa he 
finds the same bales again; they enter 
the harbor, and no one opposes their pas- 
sage ; no custom-house officers come to 
inspect their contents. He hears that — 
since his departure the Word of God has 
been printed in all parts of the country, 
and that millions of tracts have been dis- 
tributed ; that new Protestant churches 
are being built, that religious meetings 
are held in the villages ; that the efforts 
of the priests have almost everywhere 
failed, before the determiriation of the 
government to maintain liberty of con- 
science, and that quite lately an ex-Cath- 
olic, well known for his zeal for the gos- 
pel has been appointed professor in a uni- 
versity; and lastly, that a Protestant 
Theological College is established in ‘a 
palace that formerly belonged to a cardi- 
nal. Let us suppose that our exile has 
also learned to love the Bible, and that 
he has not ceased, during his twelve 
years of absence, to pray for his beloved 
Italy: with what joy will he welcome 
these great things! And will he not feel 
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the need of retiring to give thanks? And 
we, carnal-minded men that we are, who 
wish to reap before we have sown, we 
would disdain these small beginnings. 

Ill. The difficulties of the work. 1. 
The instinctive repugnance with which 
the Italians view Protestantism is the 
great argument to which our brethren 
who have quitted the Vaudois church (I 
say it without rancor) appeal. But 
those who would not be Protestants have 
not escaped the appellation of ‘‘Protest- 
ants.’’ On the other hand, is it certain 
(as M. Pilatte affirms,) that the prejudice 
does not exist? I donot think so. There 
are in Italy souls seeking the gospel, 
whom the word Protestant keeps away, 
because of the idea of infidelity which the 
priests have attached to thisname. We 
must wait till true Protestantism is 
known. 2. Political predecupations.— 
Does not that astonish us? Ah! the as- 
tonishing thing is that any one should 
find time to think of religion in this gen- 
eral fermentation. But still we believe 
that when once the political unity shall 
have been attained, and that accomplished 
facts shall have taken the place of mere 
hopes, that the Divine seed will produce 
an abundant harvest. 3. The watchword 
is to avoid the religious question. With- 
out doubt the gospel is excellent, say 
many, but for the present let ue adjourn 
this question. The only.aim is national 
independence ; and such is the dread of 
the gospel message, that the preacher of 
the gospel is almost confounded with the 
raiser of sedition. The people do not un- 
derstand that the gospel is peace. 

Mr. Meille concluded by a reference to 
the encouraging prospects of the work of 
evangelization in Italy.—Miss. Herald, 
Irish Pres. Ch., Nov., 1861. 


ORGANIZATION OF A GERMAN BAP- 
TIST CHURCH IN BRITISH CAFFRA- 
RIA, 

We translate from the Hamburg Missions- 
blatt an acount of the constitution of a Ger- 
man Baptist church in British Caffraria, Afri- 
ca, which shows how the leaven, proceeding 
from our Mission in Germany, is spreading to 
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a distant continent. From the same publica- 
tion for Aug. 1861, we learn that Mr. Schmidt, 
a member of the church in Stettin, Germany, 
had taken up his residence in South Africa 
two years previously. In the course of the 
year 1861, he fell in with a member of the 
church in Tangstedt, who had also emigrated 
to South Africa, The latter had obtained the 
use of a hall and schoolhouse at his residence 
in Frankfort, where the brethren established 
meetings and a Sabbath school. A third 
brother, a member of the church in Templin, 
resided an hour and a half distant. Two per- 
sons here were desirous of joining the church, 
and still another was not far from the kingdom 
of God. The brethren were in doubt what to 
do, as they were not qualified to administer 
the ordinances, and sent a request to Germany 
that a duly qualified minister might be sent 
to South Africa to dispense to them the Word 
of life. Ep. Maa. 


Letters from Mr. Langheim, formerly 
of the church in Tangstedt, announce 
that the brethren have organized a church, 
which has already been blessed by repeat- 
ed effusions of the Holy Spirit. The Ger- 
man brethren in Frankfort came together 
April 15, 1861, and elected br. Langheim, 
who had already preached the word more 
than a year, to be their pastor for the 
time being. Then they celebrated the 
Lord’s Supper together for the first time 
on African soil. The Lord wrought visi- 
bly upon the hearts both of the members 
and of the spectators. A husband and 
wife, formerly of‘Uckermark, at once of- 
fered themselves as candidates, and on 
the second of June they were baptized. 
Soon after,a mother and daughter, the 
latter the first fruits of the Sabbath school, 
came before the church. Up to the seo- 
ond of August, thirteen had been received, 
and the little band on that day numbered 
eighteen souls, living, seven in Frankfort, 
three in Wiesbaden, three in Brunswick, 
two in Hanover, two in Berlin, and one 
in King Williamstown. Two of them 
are young girls from the Sabbath school. 
The same day, three more were baptized, 
and two, who had been excluded in Ger- 
many, were restored. Multitudes were 
present at the baptism; some mocked, 
others wept. 

‘Some of the number baptized were from 
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Hanover, two hours and a half distant 
from Frankfort, where the Lord had be- 
guna work through a person who had 
been invited by one of the brethren to at- 
tend the meetings in Frankfort. He 
came. The next Sabbath he brought 
others with him, and gave br. Langheim 
po rest till he promised to go over to his 
place and preach. Earnest letters of in- 
vitaétion were sent from house to house, 
urging the people of the place to be at 
the meeting, and numbers were present. 
Other awakenings commenced ; frequently 
great enmity was manifested, but the Lord 
often triumphed wonderfully. One per- 
son sent his grown-up daughter to a 
friend in Hanover, when the second meet- 
ing was to be held there, to beg him not 
to be led away. But it happened that 
the meeting was to be held in the house 
of this very man. The young woman 
heard the word of God and believed ; but 
others mocked. - 

Notwithstanding persecution, the little 
eharch continued to grow. Ten more 
were received, and then the brethren re- 
solved to acknowledge and set apart their 
pastor by solemn ordination. For this 
purpose the pastor of the English Baptist 
eburch.at Grahamstown, and other Eng- 
lish brethren met at Frankfort on Satur- 
day, Aug. 24. All the brethren came 
together, and the ceremony took place on 
the following day. Through a painful 
providence the brother to be ordained had 
in the mean time been brought to a sick 
bed by an attack of fever, and it was ne- 
cessary to have the services performed in 
his sick chamber. But the Lord was 
there with his blessing. 

Since the ordination of the pastor, 
three more have been received, so that the 
church now numbers thirty-one. The 
Lord grant his richest blessings to these 
disciples, so far removed from their breth- 
ren at home, but still so near and dear to 
them, and make them the instrument of 
great good to the heathen around them. 


PERSECUTIONS OF BAPTISTS. 
The German Baptist Reporter of Janu- 


ary contains some very painful descrip- 


Miscellany.—Persecutions of Baptists. 


tions of persecutions in different parts of 
Protestant Germany. The publication of 
such facts will, we hope, excite inquiry, 
and call forth friendly interposition :— 
It is with deep sorrow that we find our- 
selves compelled to sadden the 
number of the Reporter for 1862 with so 
many accounts of persecutions. Besides 
those in other countries, we have, even in 
Protestant Germany, to report four Gov- 
ernments which are now using the power 
of the civil authority against our breth- 
ren, viz.: Brunswick, Mecklenburg-Stre- 
litz, Saxony and Hanover. From Bruns- 
wick, br. Kramtme writes as follows (the 
account arrived just too late for our last 
number :) On Satarday, while we were 
holding a church-meeting, and had just 
been hearing from a new convert the con- 
fession of repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we heard 
in the lower part of the house inquiries 
for me, such as caused us all to fall on our 
knees in prayer immediately. The room 
was forcibly entered by two civil officers, 
who arrested me, and at once carried me 
away to a lonely cell, where I was treat- 
ed as a common criminal. Four days I 
remained here, in quiet commanion with 
my God, and without seeing any living 
creature, save a tiny mouse, or hearing 
other sound than the occasional uproar 
caused by a drunken man being dragged 
by the gaolers into some neighboring cell. 
Our brethren were the more distressed, as 
they could not even obtain permission to 
bring me a little food. It was allowed to 
some prisoners, they were told; but not 
to such as I. I could hear one outside, 
begging at least tosend me ina jug of hot 
coffee ; but it was refused, and the coffee 
sent back. After four days I was re- 
moved to a compartment where four 
thieves and a vagrant were confined. 
They were young men, from nineteen to 
twenty-two years of age; but three of 
them were oldincrime. On the firsteven- 
ing, when they lay down on their straw 
sacks, they were all anxious that the new 
comer should tell them some tales. So I be- 
gan the story of my own life ; and for hours 
they listened to the life-pictures and his- 
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tories of conversions. I then told them 
that before I slept, I felt I must thank God 
for all his merciee, and that, with their 
permission, I would pray aloud. When 
I had done so, one said, with a sigh, ‘O! 
what words; if only I could say that my- 
self, for it has gone through my heart.’ 
I gave him a New Testament, with 
Psalms, to keep ; and, because he would 
not be content without, I wrote on the 
blank leaf a prayer, somewhat similar to 
the one Ihad used. The next day I had 
opportunities of speaking with each alone; 
and, in the evening, I told them the ever- 
touching story of the prodigal son. On 
the following day I was removed, and, in 
company with another criminal, was 
transported over the borders. From one 
prison to another we were passed, in some 
of which it was so filthy that, when I 
had a piece of bread to eat, I was obliged 
to shut my eyes that I might not see the 
dirt 


«1 could tell you much more of this 
sad journey ; but will only say that I at 
length reached my home in safety, and 
am thankful to my Lord that I have not 
' guffered as an evil-doer, but for the 
trath’s sake ; and for this it was not the 
first, and very likely will not be the last 
time.”’ 

Br. Kemnitz writes from Templin :— 

** My wife was last week visiting some 
Christian friends at a neighboring town,* 
two of whom had just becn baptized at 
Templin. Atnine o’clock in the evening, 
as they were assembled at family worship, 
the Mayor of the place suddenly entered 
the house, accompanied by his brother, a 
cavalry officer, and a gendarme. 

** They inquired who belonged to the 
family, and immediately required my wife 
and another visitor to accompany them to 
the police court at Mirow, eight miles 
distant. Remonstrances were in vain ; 
a vehicle was at once procured, and, in 
spite of storm, rein and darkness, they 
set off, and reached Mirow at one o'clock 
on the following morning. My wife 
thought all the way of the Inquisition, 
by which people were, without any cause 

* See Magazine for March, p. 81. 
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or reason given, dragged in the night 
from their homes. 

“On arriving, they were given im 
charge to the gaoler, who put them ina 
miserable little room, lighted by a tiny 
window, protected by iron grating, and 
placed near the ceiling. The only article 
of furniture was a little bedstead with 
some straw on it. After sometime, how- 
ever, they obtained two blankets, through 
the gendarme, whose compassion had been 
excited for them on the journey, and by 
the word of God, which they had spoken 
to him by the way. In these blankets 
they lay down on the floor; for, in the 
darkness, they could not see in what state 
the straw on the bedstead was. And 
thus, under bolt and bar, as criminals, 
they passed the night, hearing no sound 
but the occasional clank of the warder’s 
keys. In the morning, a piece of coarse 
bread and a mug of coffee was pushed in, 
and the door again locked, till, at ten 
o'clock, they were brought up before the 
magistrate. The hearing lasted two 
hours. My wife assured the magistrate 
that she was only on a friendly visit, and 
that the family worship was only that 
which we constantly practised in our fam- 
ilies. The magistrate replied, ‘ It might 
be all very well in Prussia, but ia Meck- 
lenburg it could not be allowed!’ She 
was then told that if ever she showed her- 
self in the country again, she would be 
immediately imprisoned. Her Bible, and 
the hymn and tune-book which had been 
on the table, were taken possession of, 
and she was then conveyed in a cart, 
under escort of a cuirassier, across the 
borders. 

‘* The brother at whose house she was 
arrested, and who accompanied her on 
the journey to Mirow, but was not al- 
lowed to remain there, has since been ar- 
rested. It remains to be seen, whether 
this is but the commencement of a series 
of persecutions. I intend to write to the 
Government, to inquire whether it is eus- 
tomary in the Grand Duchy thus to treat 
as common criminals respectable persons 
who are quietly visiting their friends.” 


| May the God of all grace grant to our 


brethren in Mecklenburg courage to con- 
fess Him before men, and to us the spirit 
of prayer and supplication on their be- 
half! 

In a later communication, br. Kem- 
nitz, after giving the joyful news that 
one immortal soul has been converted by 
means of the testimony given by Mrs. K. 
on the occasion of her imprisonment at 
Mirow, goes on to state that his appeal 
to the Government has not only been re- 
jected, but he has been required to pay 
for this sentence one and a half dollars! 
He again appealed against thie, and, in 
teply, received a manifesto from the Gov- 
ernment, stating that the Grand Duke 
and the Mecklenburg Government fully 
justified the proceedings of the Court of 
Mirow, and found it to be in accordance 
with the laws of the country ; also, tlat 
the costs were correctly charged ! 

And the Grand Duchess of this very 
country is an English princess— H.R. H. 
Princess Augusta of Cambridge! Sure- 
ly, if appealed to through the Committee 
of the Evangelical Alliance in England, 
Her Royal Highness would willingly use 
all her influence to induce the Grand 
Dake to introduce to his Government 
such measures as should give to her 
adopted people that glorious liberty en- 
joyed by the poorest in her native land, 
Freepom To worsuiP Gop. 

From Saxony we hear, through br. 
Werner, that br. Fechner has been ex- 
pelled from Saxony through the inter- 
vention of the authorities of the town of 
Leissnig, where he had been engaged in 
missionary work. The police officers took 
him from his bed at three o’clock in the 
morning, and with the sarcastic remark 
that they would “‘ provide him with an- 
other sleeping-place,’’ they cast him into 
a common prison, where he had only a 
sack of straw. In the morning he was 
provided with bread and water, and after 
being compelled to clean out his cell with 
a broom, and to pay twenty pence for his 
night’s lodging (!), he was sent over the 
frontiers into Prussia. 

Br. Geissler, the missionary supported 
by the Baptist Evangelical Society in Lon- 
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don, is only allowed to reside in Dresden 
as @ private person, and so strictly watch- 
ed that he cannot carry on any kind of 
missionary work without exposing him- 
self to immediate imprisonment. 

In Hanover, br. Haupt (of Bremen), 
while attending the funeral of an aged 
member of the church at Fisherhude, has 
been arrested, and immediately sent over 
the borders, as the laws lately passed by 
the Hanoverian Government, securing 
some measure of liberty to the Baptists, 
have reference only to natives, and it is 
still contrary to law for a Baptist from 
any of the neighboring States to enter 
Hanover. 


THE SIN OF THE CHURCH. 


The great sin of the church, in modern 
days, it ite selfishness. The glow of holy 
love which came in its fervor over the 
early disciples; which melted into one 
mass all hearts, so that they bad all in 
common, and exulted in sacrifices for the 
Saviour, was succeeded by a cold, caleu- 
lating spirit, which reads of their charity 
with admiration, and fancies itself lost in 
the romance of benevolence. The age of 
self-denial is gone; that of calculation 
and cold economists has succeeded, and 
the glory of the church is eclipsed. It is 
not now, how much can I do for Christ? 
how far can I go in my self-denying ex- 
ertions? But, at how small a rate can I 
escape? It is not now, the breaking of 
the box of precious ointment on the feet 
of Jesus; but, ‘Why was this waste ?’’ 
The parsimony, not the necessity of the 
church, has taken the golden shields of 
Solomon from the walls of the temple, 
and hung in their place bucklers of brass. 
The transports of early Christianity, 
thinking no sacrifice too great, astonished 
heathendom ; the colder temperament of 
the modern makes the world wonder, and 
ask in what they surpass her votaries ? 

Then, how far has that minister of 
Christ performed his duty, who has not 
grappled with this evil? How can the 
edification of the body of Christ proceed, 
unless this evil be abated? And this 
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leads us to the practical question, whether 
the backwardness of our people in con- 
tributing to the missionary cause is not 
chargeable to the ministers? We know 
the restiveness of congregations when 
money matters are introduced, and the 
claims of dying millions are presented ; 
and ministers shrink back from the mat- 
ter, and leave their people in the state 
they so much love. Are ministers suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the grand mat- 
ters in the missionary field? sufficiently 
alive to the mighty struggles which ap- 
proach? No man can instruct, unless 
he be himself informed. A pious mind 
responds to the call of Christ. If the 
matter is presented, and held up in its 
overpowering greatness, the Christian 
mind will feel. This we must believe, or 
doubt the piety of thousands. The mea- 
gre attendance on the monthly concert, 
80 symptomatic of this languid ignorance, 
may be the fault of the minister. Has 
he prepared his own mind—traversed the 
map of the world in search of the heaven- 
lighted spots where Jesus is preached? 
Or, has he computed the swell of that 
population which, in our own land, rolls 
onward to the Western sea, and gazed 
mournfully on its destitutions? Has he, 
in his own mind, any connected view of 
the greatness of the harvest, and the few- 
ness of the laborers? 

One great, but much - neglected, duty 
is, to raise the tone of missionary feeling, 
and draw forth the hoarded stores. Pru- 
dence in this, as in other matters, is need- 
ful. But then, the ery which proceeds 
from our several Boards, is to be echoed 
along the whole front of the sacramental 
host; the appeal should be passed from 
shepherd to shepherd, until all the flock 
shall hear. No duty is more imperative. 
The gospel is preached faithfully, purely. 
But one thing we lack—a courageous 
dealing with the master-evil, selfishness. 
The idol is in the sanctuary, and must be 
expelled. Our people are to be taught, 
at the risk, even, of their displeasure, 
their duty to sustain the cause of Christ. 
A pruper estimate of the work to be done, 
and an appreciation of their share of the 
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burden, is duty. The evil is,a want of 
systematic benevolence. Thousands never 
give ; it is our duty to make the appeal, 
to have it carried to them, and to en- 
deavor to convince them that for the use 
of this, as well as of every other talent, 
they must render a solemn account.— 
Many, we believe, are inactive for want 
of proper instruction. If so, then so far 
is the minister at fault. If the man has 
not come up tu the help of the Lord, he 
was not summoned. We are not to pre- 
sume that men have a full knowledge of 
their duty. 

If every pastor would enter upon this 
work, and would first surcharge his own 
soul with the awful necessities of the 
world, be familiar with the glorious en- 
terprises of Christian benevolence, and 
then, imploring God’s blessing, go before 
his people, and fire them with his own 
zeal, how soon would this benevolence, 
swelling into the majesty of a river, and 
fed by a thousand tributaries, roll on- 
ward, until, like a sea, it should cover all 
lands! How shall they hear without a 
preacher? and how shall they understand 
unless some one teach them? Let every 
minister resolve that this much neglected 
duty shall be performed. Let him re- 
solve, in God's strength, to grapple with 
this evil until it be overcome. It may be 
unpleasant to one whose stipend is irreg- 
ularly paid, to bring before his people 
any object which may seem to increase 
his own embarrassment ; the issue of the 
trial, we are persuaded, will show, that 
so far as his people contribute to the 
blessed cause, his own comfort will be 
enhanced. Himeelf an example to the 
flock in this respect, let him urge them 
to give as the Lord may prosper them, 
How soon would the contributions be 
doubled, yea, increased four-fold? 

This is no smal] matter; it is a solemn 
responsibility, and we are answerable to 
Goud for the course of the people in this, 
as in other respects. The tide of selfish- 
ness may roll through the church; let 
the ministers, at least, do their duty, and 
labor to check its awful flow. In this 


eventful period, the church expects every 
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man to do his duty. The struggles of 
the great day of Almighty God draw on 
apace; the tokens of the times are full 
and impressive. What we do now may 
accomplish a work which will be too late 
mext year. Could these lines reach the 
eye of every minister, we would ask him 
to consider these expressions ; and, in the 
name of Him whose love was infinite, de- 
termine at once to bring the several 
causes of benevolence fully, clearly, dis- 
tinetly, before the mind of each commu- 
nicant, and, taking his seat by each one, 
ask, with a full heart and tearful eye— 
“How much owest thou unto thy Lord ?’’ 
Home and For. Record. 


PROTESTANTISM IN FRANCE. 

The progress of Protestantism in France 
is undenied and undeniable. This is con- 
fessed by the organs of the papal church, 
in which facts and figures are set forth, 
to arouse the Catholic party from inac- 
tion. A writer in the ‘News of the 
Churches,”’ quoting from a Catholic paper, 
says that 5,155 children are receiving ed- 
ucation in Protestant institutions in Par- 
is, of whom it is estimated that 3,000 
must be the children of Catholic parents. 

‘‘An impulse has been given to the 
formation of popular and religious libra- 
ries in different churches ; and the efforts 
of the Toulouse Book Society, the Paris 
Tract Society, and the Sunday Schovl 
Society, united to those of increased pri- 
vate energy, have furnished our Protest- 
ant population, of every rank of intellect, 
with a daily improving supply of litera- 
ture. 

The periodical press is decidedly im- 
proving. Several papers have adopted a 
more voluminous form. Among these is 
the Ami de la Jeunesse, a pictorial maga- 
zine, intended tu supplant the bad, cheap 
papers, so widely circulated, and bring 
pure and elevated thoughts to those who 
are not advanced enough in religious feel- 
ing to read a more decidedly religious 
sheet. It has above 11,000 subscribers. 
Others, from appearing once a fortnight, 
have become weekly papers.’’ 


DONATIONS, 


[April, 
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Maine. 
Warren, Ladies’ Bap. For. Miss. 
Soc., Mrs. Eliza K. Kenned 
tr., 12; Yarmouth, ch. 12; 
Hebyon, ch., of wh. 20 is fr. 
b. Sch., to sup. nat. pr., 
ray Limerick, ch. and soc. 
Piscataquis Asso., of wh. 6.50 
is fr. the Dover and Foxcroft 


ch., 

Penobscot Asso., J. ©. White 
tr., Patten, ch., of wh. 1 is 
fr. Mrs. Anna Fairfield, 4; 
Etna, J.C. Friend 1; Brad- 
ford, Rev. C. L. Cary 83 Dix- 
mont, Dexter Howe 


72.75 


; Ban- 
gor, Ist ch. 100; eh 895 150.00 


New Hampshire. 
Concord, Pleasant st. ch. 30; 
East Northwood, J. L. Crock- 
ett 4; 
Vermont. 
Franklin, Mrs. Elias Truax 


Massachusetts. 
Boston, Bowdoin Square ch., C, 
H. Moulton tr., 40; Harvard 
st. ch., Dea. John Putnam 
tr., of wh. 43 is mon. con. and 
38 an. coll., 81; East Boston, 
Central Square ch., Dea. B. 
L. Crocker tr., 55; Roxbury, 
Rev. 8. Brooks 5; Brookline, 
ch. and cong., Dea. D. San- 
derson tr., mon. con. 28; 
Newton, Up. Falls, Ladies’ 
Miss, Soc.10.50; Newtonville, 
8. T. Dexter 5; East Abing- 
ton, ch., of wh. 5 is fr. Mrs. 
J. Chaplin, avails of pressed 
flowers sent from Africa by 
Mrs. Abrams, 10; 
Ist ch. 800., 
G. W. Little tr., 83; Essex 
County, a friend 7; ae 
Ist ch., Geo. Roundy tr., 
100; Groton Centre, ch. 14; 
Littleton, ch. 13; North An- 
dover Depot, a Baptist 2; 
West Acton, ch., James M. 
Brown tr., of wh. 9.52 is mon. 
con. and iz. ll fr. Sab. Sch., 
penny colls., 21.63; 
Worcester, Oread Inst., Miss 
Annie Kemp tr., 5.19; West- 
boro’, ch. 48.84 : Hadley, 
John T. Jones 1; 


Rhode Island, 


Providence, G. K. Fuller 1; 
Geo. J. Sherman 38; Wester- 
ly, lst ch. 87; 

Baptist State Convention, R. 
Chapman tr., Providence, 
lst ch., of wh. 16.28 is mon. 
con., 37 an. sub. per G. W. 
Robinson ren 105 an. 
sub. per Dr. A Caswell, col- 
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234.50 


240.63 


530.16 
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lector, and 100 fr. the fem. 
mem. of the ch. and og 
H. ©. E. Read tr., 257. 

Central ch., Wm. Ham tr., 
93.60; Wickford, lst oh., of 
wh. 7 is mon. con. and 26 fr. 
Sab. Sch., to Fan . a nat. Ka- 
ren pr., 32; Smithfield, Miss 
Waity Mowry, per Dea. J. H. 


Donations. 127 


Read, 5; $87.88 
—— 513.88 


Connecticut. 
New London, Ist ch. 81.91; 
Sd ch. 14.55; 2nd ch. 3.54; 
Norwich, lst ch. 1.62; «7 
tral ch. 81.22; per Rev. W 


C. Walker, ; 182.84 


Noank, ch. 20; Packersville, 
colls., per Rev. John Paine, 
15; Rockville, Wm. Butler 


New York. 
’ New York city, Tabernacle ch 
29th st. Miss. Sab. Sch., Soha 
Whyte tr., to sap. nat. 
care Rev. F. Mason, D.D., 
Toungoo, Burmah, 20; Fort 
Covington, Mr. and Mrs. Jo- 
seph r5; Master 8. W. 
Hatch 25 cts.; Rev. J. N. 
Webb 5; Wyoming, Rev. 
Wm. Dean D. D., to sup. A. 
Tui, nat. » Hongkong, Chi- 
na, 100; ceseville, a friend 
of missions 3; 
Franklin Asso., Rev. J. N. Ad- 
ams tr., semi an. coll. 6.10; 
Croton, ch. 20.30; Gilberts- 
ville, ch. 10; Oneonta, ch, 14- 
-35; Franklin, Rev, L. Morse, 
Rev. M. L. Ward, 8. Brown- 
son and R. Stilson, 1 each, 4; 
L. Stilson 50 ots. ; 
Cortland Asso., coll. 7.67; Ho- 
mer, ch. 38.84; & 
Groton, ch. 3; 
Harmony Asso., Grahamville, 
ch. 2.29; Jamestown, ch. 
.85; Portland, lst ch. 7.59; 
Ashville, ch. 2.35; Harbor 
Oreek, ch. 3.50; Mayville, 
ch. 9.75; Ripley Centre, ch. 
5; Busti, ch. 7.90; Warren, 
50 ots.; per Rev. 0. 
agent, 

Asso., Stillwater, Ist 
ch. 4; 2nd ch. 6; per Rev. 0. 
D., agent, 

Hudson River South Asso., New 
York city, South ch. 29.50; 
Concord st., col’d. ch. 3.16; 
Hanson Place ch. 105.14; lst 
ward Mission 1.77; 16th ch. 
86.62; Brooklyn, Ist ch. 50; 
Williamsbuargh, Ist ch. 125; 
2nd ch., Young Men’s Bible 
Class 10; Greenpoint, ch., 
bal. 50 cts.; Mt. Olivet, ch. 
4.19; Gethsemane, ch. 8; 
Bloomingdale, ch. 61.53; per 


ch. 8; Mrs. 0. ©. Bourn 1; 
_ per Rev. O. D., agent, 


55.00 
—— 237.84 


133.25 


55.25 


49.51 


10.00 


Hudson River North Asso., Al- 
bany, J. Freary, per Rev. 0. 
D., agent, 10.00 

New York ’Asso., Cold Springs, 
ch. 4; Bethesda, ch. 10; East 
Marion, ch. 5; New York 
city, 5th Ave. ch., of wh. 50 
is fr. C. F. Goodwin, 96.25; 
Central ch. 60; per 
Rey. 0. D., agent, 175,25 

New York city, Rev. A. B. 
Clark, per 0. D., ogent, 5.00 

Springville, ch., per Rev. 

Morey, agent, 9.00 

Harmony Asso., Frewsburgh, 
ch. 6; Jamestown, ch. 2.35; 
Farmi n, ch. 4.29; Busti, 
ch. 14; Dewittville, ch. 2.25; 
Harmony, ch. 19.25; Ash- 
ville, ch. 2; Union, ch. 1; per 
Rev. R. M., agent, 61.14 

Erie Asso., Ellery Centre, ch. 

6.25; Leon, ch. 2.70; Cherry 

Creek, ch. 3.35; Stockton, 

ch. 13. 87; Clear Creek, ch. 4 

-50; Randolph, ch. 1.60; 

Hanover, Ist ch. 53 cts. ; For- 

estville, ch. 1.25; per Rev. a. 

M., agent, 33.05 
Orleans Asso., Shelby, ch., Rev. 

H. Pettit and wife 10; Miss 

Mary Harland 1; per Rev. 

R., M., agent, 11.00 

Asso., Wyoming, ch. 

Rev. R. Morey 50; per 
Ae R. M., agent, 61.00 

Freedom, Welsh ch, 8.18; 

Churchville, Mrs. A. E. Bliss 


1; per Rev. R. M., agent, 


New Jersey. 
West New Jersey Asso., Cedar- 
ville, ch., of wh. 4 is fr. Sab. 
Sch., 16; Bordentown, ch. 36- 
-75; Pemberton, ch. 27.59; 
Haddonfield, Sab. Sch., to 
sup. Tha Dway, care Rev. A. 
R. R. Crawley, Henthada, 
Burmah, 36; Moorestown, 
ch., of wh. 25 is fr. Mrs. E. 
A. Burr, to sup. nat. pr., care 
Rev. B. C. Thomas, entha- 
da, Burmah, and 52.59 fr. 
Sab. Sch., of wh. 50 isto sup. 
Tau Lau, a Pwo Karen pas- 
tor, 77.59; per Rey. J. French, 


agent, 

Central N. J. Asso., Hamilton 
Square, ch. 8.70; Hights- 
town, xe of wh. 10,20 is fr. 
Juv. Miss. Soc., 84.90; per 
Rev. J. F., agent, 93.60 

East N. J. Asso., Port Mon- 
mouth, ch. 15; Hudson city, 
ch. 19.23; Rev. HW. Knapp 
25; v. 0. , agent, 59. 

2 —— $46.75 
Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia, Dr. D. Jayne, in 
rtof an. sub., 251.75; Miss 
Borah Richards 599.94; Pitts- 
burgh, *‘Clerk” 10; Roxbor- 
ough, Bap. Fem. Miss. Soe., 

Reading, ch 894.19 


9.18 
—1152.7T 


193.93 


| 
: 
| 
45.73 
Rev. 0. D., agent, 485.41 
Worcester Asso., Summit, 2nd 
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Pittsburg Asso., Pittsburg, lst 
ch. 24.80; Peters Creek, ch. 
1.75; per Rev. J. French, 


. J. F., agent, 
Bridgewater Asso., Liberty, ch., 
per Rev. J. F., agent, 
Northumberland Asso., White 
Deer, ch. 8; Lewisburg, ch., 
of wh. 6.64 is fr. Sab. Sch., 
16.79; Milton, ch., of wh. 10 


wine, ch., per Rev. J. F., 
agent, 

North Philadelphia Asso., Mt. 
Pleasant, ch. 4.75; Plymouth, 
ch. 25 ots.; per Rev. J. F., 


agent, 

Philadelphia Asso., Hepsibah, 
ch. 2; Philadelphia, 2nd ch. 
10; Chestnut Hill, ch. 2.03; 
Upland, ch. 40.21; per Rev. 
J. F., agent, 


Ohio. 
Vv Davis, 

Creek Asso., Witming- 
ton, ch., per Rev. 


agent, 

Mt. Vernon Asso., Owl Creek, 
ch., of a - is fr. Sab. 
Sch. ,» per Rev D., agent, 

Cleveland, Erie 


agent, 

Trambull Asso., Warren, ch., of 
wh. is fr. "Young 
Miss. ., to sup. nat. 
care un M. B. Ingalls, Ran. 

, Burmah, per Rev. H. 
agent, 

A. Stevens, per Rev. H. D., 
agent, 


Indiana. 


White Water Valley Asso., 
Rossburg, ch., per Rev. 8. M. 
, agent, 

Northern Indiana Asso., La- 

rte, ch., of wh. 10 is fr. 

. Sch., al., tow. sup. of a 

nat. pr. Burmah, per Rev. 8. 
M. 0O., agent, 

Sand Creek Asso., Sand Creek, 
ch., P. C. Vawter, per Rev. 8. 


M. +» agent, 


Tilinois. 


Bloomfield Asso., Urbana, ch. 
7.90; Goshen, ch. 10; per 
Rey. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 

, Waukegan, ch., 

v. 8. M. 0., agent, 
Clear Mt Tabor, 
v. 8. M. 0., agent, 

Ans. Davis’ prairie, 
ch., Isaac MoCoy 3; Seven 
Mile, ch. 1; per Rev. 8. M. 
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54.24 
—-——1027.17 


23.44 
30.00 
4.26 


Fox River Asso., Plainfield 
3.80; Bristol, ch. 2.75; 
et, ch., of wh. 10 is fr. Rev. 
E. Savage and wife, 5 fr. 8. 
8. Warren and 2 fr. B. F. 
Hulburt, tow. sup. of Rev. D. 
L. Rangoon, Bur- 

© present year, 17; 

per Rev. 8. M. 0., agent, 

Galesburg Asso., Galesbu 
Cherry st. ch., of wh. 10 is 
Sab. Sch., bal. tow. sup. of 
nat. pr., care Rev. C. Hib- 
bard, Maulmain, Burmah, per 
Rev. 8. M. 0., agent, 

Illinois Asso. Lamarsh, 
ch., Mrs. 8. E. Snead, per 
Rev. 8. M. 0., agent, 

Illinois River East Asso., Meta- 
mora, ch. 11.60; Washburn, 
ch. 6; Maron city, ch. 4; per 
Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 

McLean Asso., Champaign city, 
ch., A. E. Harmon, per Rev. 
8. M. 0., agent, 

Nine Mile Asso., Nine Mile, ch. 
at Sparta, ch. 2; per Rev. 

0. 


Rock River Asso., 
ch. 17; Marengo, ch., of wh. 
8.50 is fr. Sab. Seh., 24.73; 
Belvidere, ch. 11.25; per Rev. 
8. M. 0., agent, 

Springfield Aseo., ch., 
per Rev. 5. M. 0., agent, 

New Salem, Bellmont, ch. 


Michigan. 
Ann Arbor, ch., for nat. pr., 
care Rev. B. C. Thomas, 
Henthada, Burmah, 
Flint River Asso., T. 7. Slafter 


tr., 
Shiawassee Asso., Owassa, ch., 
per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 


Minnesota. 
Minnesota Asso., Carver, ch., 
per Rev. 5S. M. Osgood, agent, 


[April, 1862. 


35.00 


District of Columbia. 


Washington, a friend of mis- 
sions 


Lega 
Akron, 0., Rev. L. Austin, per 
L. Austin, Exr., bal., 


353.49 


66.96 


$4,8 
Total from April 1, 1861, to Feb. 28, 1862, 


$43,255.25. 


Donations in Medicines. 


Roxbury, Mass., Dr. D. Ken 
nedy, 24 b.-xes, 

Philadelphia, a Dr. D. Jayne 
& Son, 2 boxes for Rev. J. M. 
Haswell, Maulmain, Burmah, 
99; and 3 boxes for Rev. J. 
Johnson, Swatow, China, 

1; 


75.00 


_ 26.55 
a Beaver Asso., Vanport, ch., 
3.00 
3.00 
23.55 
is fr. Joseph Maxwell, 16; 
an per Rev. J. F., agent, 40.79 
1.00 
5.00 
P 21.60 
5.00 
ttawa Asso., Ottawa, ch., per 
35.00 1.00 
3.00 
52.98 
7.40 
2.00 
a ntral Asso, per Rey. H. D., —— 187.64 
3.00 
14.97 
3.00 
4 1.00. —— 20.97 
2.00 
4513.47 
1.00 
~~. 
17.90 
5.11 
2.00 
226.00 


